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Asking the

Impertinent
Question

Honors Program Enhances the
University’s Culture of Scholarship

the first word

Deeper Academic Engagement
BY RICHARD NIGRO, PH.D.

“Honors—more intensive, more extensive, more stimulating.”
—Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D.
GESTATION PERIODS VARY: FOR

mammals, the elephant takes 22 months;
for fish and amphibians, the alpine
salamander takes three years. Mayflies,
on the other hand, need only a few
days, but they don’t live very long—
30 minutes to one day.
What does this have to do with
the Honors Program? Since I am
a historian by education and still
relatively new as Honors Director, I
wondered how long it took to produce
1,700 Honors alumni. A trip to the
University Archives with the always
helpful Brother Joe Grabenstein,
F.S.C., ’73, provided some clues.
In 1955, then Dean of the College,
Brother Didymus John, F.S.C., wrote
a memorandum to faculty asking them
to consider an honors program at
La Salle College, perhaps similar to
what had been initiated at Swarthmore
College in 1922. One faculty response
to Brother’s inquiry caught my attention. “At the end of the war,” this
well-known and respected faculty
member wrote, “Brother Emilian
issued copies of Breaking the Academic
Lock Step [by Swarthmore President
Frank Aydellote] to the faculty and
we discussed it… A glance at the index
of Dr. Aydelotte’s book will show that
few (none) colleges of our type have
these plans.”
By the 1960s, Brother Daniel Burke,
F.S.C., master of the gracious smile
while he innovates and leaves bystanders
wondering what just happened, started
to introduce independent study courses.
In a memorandum he asked the Registrar’s Office “… to divert obviously
gifted students into special sections of
English.” Shortly thereafter, Br. Daniel

cryptically revealed his intentions in
the 1962 College Catalog: an honorslike English course was annotated
thus: “this course is required to those
invited to take it.”
By 1964, Brother Patrick Ellis, F.S.C.,
assumed leadership of the Honors
initiative and began to implement
ideas that had been in the air since
World War II into a sustainable framework. In 1969, John Grady became
Director of the Program and brought
it to maturity and its current structure.
It is his imprint that shaped the experiences of most of our Honors alumni.
Gestation period: approximately 19 years.
Was it worth waiting for? Our
Honors alumni, of course, are the best
people to answer that question. Last
spring, our Institutional Research
Office surveyed Honors alumni and
found a very high level of satisfaction
with the Program in general and
in several specific areas, including
cultivation of leadership abilities,
opportunities to enhance individual
and social responsibility, the focus
on improving critical thinking, selfexpression, research skills, and on
and on. Eight-five percent of the respondents said if they had it to do it all
over again, they would choose La Salle
and the Honors Program. I think we
can safely observe that the skeptical
faculty member who in 1955 didn’t
believe an honors-like program
belonged at La Salle College seemed
to have missed the mark.
Where are we today? We currently
serve about 200 Honors students who
are very much like our alumni in their
dedication to accepting challenges and
in taking significant responsibility for

their own education. Freshmen still
grumble about the “monster” Triple
(an articulated sequence of courses
in history, literature, and philosophy,
required first and second semester
of freshman year) but are proud of
themselves once they have survived it.
Upper-class students admit with a wry
smile that the Triple really set the tone
for their work habits and willingness
to challenge conventional wisdom—
in John Grady’s language, the “guts
to ask the impertinent question.”
The message I hope I have conveyed
in these words is that the Honors
Program remains quintessentially
Lasallian: it had a long gestation period
but came to life when it was time
to respond to the needs of students;
it is organic and vital, changing but
still committed to academic rigor and
social responsibility. Our students
are hungry to learn, always ready
to give, and I assure you, by their
presence leave as much to our living
heritage as they take with them at
Commencement.
Richard Nigro, former University
Provost, has been Director of the Honors
Program since 2010.
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Since the 1960s, La Salle’s Honors Program has provided
a unique and challenging educational experience to

Establishing t he Golden Standard
BY MARIAN BUTCHER, M.A. ’08

students and has stood as a model for other institutions
nationwide. Alumni, faculty, and students say that the level
of personal attention, the distinctive course design, and
an emphasis on asking the tough questions has created
a culture of lifelong learning at La Salle. In the following
pages, La Salle Magazine reflects on the development
of the Honors Program, its philosophy and curriculum,
and the outcomes of its talented students and alumni.

Learning to Give Back
JILLIAN PINTYE, ’07,

has arguably done more
to give back to the world
than most others her age—
something that Pintye
attributes to her time at
La Salle and in the Honors
Program. “My education
in the La Salle Honors
Program was invaluable,”
she said. “My mind was
not only expanded in the realm of
academia, but I also learned to be
a responsible citizen of the world.
The Honors Triple taught me the
philosophical, cultural, and ideological
history of man, which helped shape
my own perspective on the world and
molded my vision for humanity’s future.”
Pintye, a native of Tuckerton, N.J.,
graduated with her nursing degree and
a desire to help others in need. This,
and the aid of then-Honors Program
Director John Grady, encouraged
her to apply for a Fulbright Grant.
“He supported me tooth and nail
through the application process,”
she said. Pintye’s application
was approved, and she spent a year

JIM BUTLER WAS ON THE COVER OF LA SALLE MAGAZINE

as a lanky freshman with a crew cut and a skinny tie in 1963,
when both his college career and the Honors Program were
in their infancy.
Four years later, the magazine returned its focus to Butler
as he graduated and headed to Cornell University for graduate
school, reflecting on his time as a star on the debate team,
an editor for The Collegian, and a witness to the Honors
Program’s growth from an informal collection of courses
designated “honors” to a full-fledged learning community.
His La Salle experiences, he said then, had had a profound
impact on his life and goals.

BY AMANDA KOEHLER, ’07

studying public health
in Denmark.
From Denmark, Pintye
joined the Peace Corps
in hopes of helping other
countries improve their
response to health crises,
something she realized
she wanted to do after
participating in a public
health nursing course
that took her to Guatemala while
at La Salle. “Experiencing the health
disparities present in the marginalized
community we served unexpectedly
shook me to the core,” she said of
the trip. “I was overwhelmed by the
burden of disease that was attributed
to preventable infections.”
Her commitment to the Peace Corps
brought her to Botswana, where her
focus is on HIV/AIDs treatment and
prevention. After spending time in a
small, remote village coordinating data
collection from clinics and planning
effective HIV/AIDS programming,
Pintye is now starting her third year
in Botswana in the city of Gabarone,
working with the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC) on
HIV/AIDS policy. “HIV/AIDS is
pervasive in the very fabric of society
here, and it has immense cultural
implications,” she said. “I truly believe
that if we can put a halt to the HIV
incidence, Botswana will flourish.”
While living in the village, Pintye
met First Lady Michelle Obama while
she was visiting the country with a
number of young girls from the village,
many of whom are AIDS orphans. “It
was amazing to see how cross-cutting
of a role model Obama is to young
women; she can touch hearts and
minds from cities in the U.S. to the
bush of Botswana,” she said.
Pintye encourages others to learn
more about the Fulbright Scholarship
or the Peace Corps by contacting her
at jillian.pintye@gmail.com.

Jillian Pintye, ’07, in Botswana.
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Sat isfying Intellectual Curiosity
BY AMANDA KOEHLER, ’07

WHILE A STUDENT AT LA SALLE,

Brother Kevin Dalmasse, F.S.C.,
’81, was considering joining the
Christian Brothers. “I wanted
to become a Christian Brother
because I had a combination
of a deep love for teaching
and a great admiration for the
Brothers who taught me, both
in high school and in college,”
he said.
Br. Kevin discussed his decision with his peer sounding
board—his fellow students in the Honors Program. “I
loved the Honors Program. It put me in close proximity
to a lot of really excellent thinkers and people who also
had ambition and drive,” he said.
“The Honors Program was intellectually challenging,
and it satisfied someone like me who had an intellectual
curiosity. What I really liked about the program was the
ability for the students to have input into the curriculum
and to create courses. It was a wonderful experience,”
said Br. Kevin, who served as Honors Board President
during his time in the Program.
One key person in the Honors Program really left his mark
on Br. Kevin—former Honors Program Director John Grady,
who passed away in 2008. “My chief memory from the
Honors Program was just the presence and the mentoring
of Mr. Grady,” he said. “What a wonderful influence he was
on all of us. He went out of his way to shepherd us into the
program and mentor us, grease the skids for us. He was just
a very fine man and one of my all-time heroes.”
Also while at La Salle, Br. Kevin discovered his love
for teaching. During his freshman year in the fall of 1977,
a Christian Brother asked him to coach a debate team at
La Salle College High School. “I discovered that I had a
skill and passion for teaching,” he said. He graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts in history and political science.
This skill and passion is still guiding Br. Kevin today.
He currently teaches at Pittsburgh Central Catholic High
School, and he also still coaches debate. He is the former
Director of the Office of Education for the U.S./Toronto
Region of the Christian Brothers. He also previously served
as the Assistant Provincial of the Christian Brothers, Baltimore
District, and in administrative positions in some of the
District’s high schools. In addition, he is a former member
of the La Salle Board of Trustees.
4
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“In these four years, it has been fashionable to say
that La Salle is a good school on the verge of greatness—
someplace in the last four years, it may well have passed
from good to great,” Butler told La Salle Magazine in
1967. “In four years at the College, I too have changed …
from a person unsure of what he wanted to do in life, to
a person who now wants to teach college because he has
seen the tremendous influence good teachers can have.”
Now, nearly 45 years since he said those words and more
than four decades since he returned to campus as an English
professor, Butler is still giving credit to La Salle, and to
the Honors Program in particular, for the professional and
personal paths he has taken.
“I was a graduate of La Salle College, but my main identity
was with the Honors Program,” Butler said. “It made all
the difference.”
While the program has certainly evolved since the 1960s,
today’s Honors Program students are enjoying many of the
same benefits, building a community within the larger
University that is based in experiential education, challenging academics, and scholarly pursuits.
“Our students change, their interests change, but the
benefits of being an Honors student at La Salle remain,”
said Richard Nigro, Ph.D., the Honors Program’s Director
since 2010. “They come to La Salle for the very challenging
academic experience, the extremely talented and dedicated
faculty, and the fact that we tailor the program to their needs.”
T.J. McCarrick, ’12, a political science and history
major, said he has benefited from the social and intellectual
environments provided by the Honors Program.
“I knew I wanted an atmosphere in which I would be
surrounded by similarly motivated and driven friends in an
academically challenging environment,” he said. “You learn
just as much, if not more, outside of the classroom as you
learn in it.”
Nigro succeeded Butler, who served as interim director
after the death of John Grady, Director of the Program for
more than 35 years.
“It was his life, literally. He loved what he did every day,”
said his son, Brian Grady, Esq., ’90.
Brian Grady, an Honors student who graduated from
La Salle with an economics degree and is now an Assistant
District Attorney in Philadelphia, said his family had always
had “a huge sense of pride” in his father’s work. John Grady
spent decades maintaining the integrity of a liberal arts
education, and, through his dedication, the La Salle Honors
Program became a nationwide model for other colleges and
universities, Brian Grady said.
“You can look at any Honors Program in the country
and see my father’s influence,” he said.

cover story
Today’s Honors students are top
students, but their campus lives are
not exclusively about academics. They
are conducting research with faculty
members, participating in “lab”
experiences in the city’s and region’s
cultural venues and landmarks that
enrich their coursework, leading student
organizations, studying abroad, volunteering on service trips, and being
active community participants.
“We’re looking for students who
have demonstrated an ability to be
involved and aspire to be leaders,
and we see this as a reciprocal proposition,” Nigro said. “We know what
they want from us, but enhancing
this community is not staying in your
room or locking yourself in the library
and getting a 4.0 GPA. We are looking
for people who have shown signs that
they can take the gifts they have and
are looking to share them with others.”
Nigro and Preston Feden, Ph.D.,
Assistant Director of the Honors Program, are working with Enrollment
Services to develop a communication
plan targeted at prospective Honors
Program students. The recruitment
will continue the treasured Honors
Program tradition of personal attention,
through visits that Nigro and Feden will
make to high school students who are
unable to attend local recruiting events.
Another recent student outreach
project has been to involve Honors
alumni with current Honors students.
Andrew Thum, ’13, a nursing student
who serves on the Honors Board, has
led the effort to connect with alumni
by launching an e-newsletter, organizing an alumni-student breakfast, and
laying the groundwork for future events
that bring alumni back to campus and
back into the stimulating intellectual
environment that they knew at La Salle.
“We want to build networking or
mentoring relationships for students
with alumni and to show alumni that
the Honors Program they knew is
continuing,” Thum said.

Discovering Advances in Diagnost ics
BY JEREMY ROSEN, ’07

JOHN TOMASZEWSKI, M.D., ’73, IS EMBARKING

on what he tells himself will be a tropical life
on Lake Erie this winter.
After developing his medical career over
the past four-plus decades in Philadelphia,
Tomaszewski is starting anew as Chair
of Pathology and Anatomical Sciences at
the University of Buffalo.
The former interim chair of the University
of Pennsylvania’s highly ranked Department
of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine,
Tomaszewski intends to lead his Buffalo
department of 80 faculty members to
national promonence.
Tomaszewski said that the plethora of therapeutic interventions being created
as 21st-century medicine develops makes diagnostics so important. With greater
technology, his team can discover better ways to direct personalized care and
ensure that individuals are matched with the correct care option.
“We’re going to craft a new approach to diagnostics in a computational way,”
he said. “SUNY at the University of Buffalo has a huge investment in computer
science and engineering.”
Tomaszewski, a graduate who was among La Salle’s first crop of Honors
students, oversees a more than $5 million budget. His success he attributes, in
part, to his science and English education at La Salle and guidance from biology
professor Norbert Belzer, Ph.D., ’64, and late La Salle Dean Brother James
Muldoon, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’57.
“I feel advantaged by the heavy emphasis on writing. … I don’t remember
ever taking a multiple choice test at La Salle,” he recalled. “Writing and verbal
communication are critical in medicine.”
After earning his bachelor’s in biology from La Salle, Tomaszewski began
what would be a long stint at Penn, where he moved up the system as a medical
student, intern, pathology resident and fellow, assistant to full professor, lab
director, division chief, and interim chair.
This past year, Tomaszewski served as President of the American Society for
Clinical Pathology—America’s oldest and largest organization representing more
than 100,000 laboratory professionals and pathologists—and introduced former
President Bill Clinton during the society’s annual meeting in October.
At Penn, he brought La Salle students on board to assist with key projects.
In 2005, Chris Koslowski worked on a bladder cancer project that resulted
in a paper published in Modern Pathology. In 2008, Kevin McHale authored
a paper describing the role of prolactin signaling in breast cancer, which was
also published in Modern Pathology.
“My four years at La Salle were grounding,” he said. “It was a time of
learning, community, colleagues, and spirit. The education you get at La Salle
is not what you learn, it’s how you learn to work and be with other people.”
WINTER 2011–12
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Thum reached out to about
20 Honors alumni, including Ed
Buchanan, M.D., ’87, to brainstorm
how alumni could reconnect with each
other and current Honors students.
Buchanan, who was thrilled with the
personal touch of the Program and
the friendships he cultivated along
the way, was eager to get involved.
“The Honors Program had given us
so many resources as students that we
have an obligation to give back,” he said.
“Thinking back to life as an under-

graduate, an alum’s perspective would
help us see beyond college life and
get a glimpse of what’s to come. That
would be very helpful to a student.”
It’s the Honors alumni who must
perpetuate the integrity of academics
and the importance of critical thinking, Brian Grady said. “It’s pretty much
the job of the alumni to keep it going
and keep people aware of the program,”
he said. “The accomplishments of
people in this program are mindboggling.”

Embracing a Challenge

BY LARRY ATKINS, ’83

Larry Berran, ’93, is a rising star in
the Philadelphia business community.
Berran, the CFO of iPipeline, was
recently named to the Top CFO and
40 Under 40 lists for the Philadelphia
Business Journal.
“It’s an honor to be considered
for such awards, especially two in the
same year,” Berran said. “I appreciate
my team at iPipeline for nominating
me. La Salle’s accounting program is
one of the best in the area, and I was
joined by other La Salle alums in the
Top CFO list, including Bill and
Stephen Zarrilli.”
iPipeline enables the insurance
industry to market, sell, and process its
products faster by providing the
process automation and integration
needed to make a sale by aggregating
approximately 120 carriers, 1,200 distributors, and their financial professionals
in a single, Web-based environment—
the iPipeline Customer Network.
Under Berran’s direction, iPipeline’s
growth has been remarkable. During
his tenure as President and CEO from
2002 to 2008 and Chief Operating
Officer and Chief Financial Officer
since July 2008, iPipeline has undergone a 400 percent growth, completed
two critical strategic acquisitions, and
raised $18 million from Fidelity

Ventures and
NewSpring Capital.
Since 2002, iPipeline
has grown from a
$1 million company
with 18 employees to
a $40 million company
with more than 200
employees in the U.S. and abroad.
It has been ranked as one of the fastestgrowing companies in the Philadelphia
area by Philadelphia Business Journal
in each of the last five years.
Berran indicates that the task of
growing iPipeline wasn’t easy at first.
“My team had to make many tough
decisions, including cutting back staff
to get the company to break even.
This was the first time I had to let
someone go, and it was awful,” he
said. “The reality was that if we didn’t
make these changes, no one at the
company would have a job. We were
fortunate to have great products and
a loyal customer base. We were able
to build off of this and introduce new
products to spark the growth.”
Crediting his La Salle education
and experiences in the Honors Program
for his professional success, Berran
said, “The Honors Program was very
challenging and I remembered working
harder in those classes, and it forced
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Butler, who has now been a student,
alumnus, faculty member, and director
of the Honors Program, said the Honors
Program model that began at La Salle
in the early 1960s and since evolved
and been duplicated at other universities, has stood the test of time.
“Before people talked about
learning communities, we had one
here,” Butler said. “That culture has
always been there.”

me out of my
comfort zone.
In the professional
world, most growth
and opportunity
happens when you
leave your comfort
zone.” He has
remained active at La Salle since he
graduated, participating in Executives
on Campus, the Advisory Board
for the Business School, and, most
recently, the La Salle’s Center for
Entrepreneurship.
As to the challenges and positive
aspects of being a CFO for a major
company, Berran said, “Years ago I
worried about making payroll; now
we are challenged with what new
initiatives to take on versus what to say
no to. I like the latter a lot better.”
In advising La Salle students who
would like to become business leaders,
Berran said, “You need to set goals
and believe in yourself to achieve them.
Many students attending La Salle are
the first in their family to go to college,
myself included, and studies have
shown this profile often faces a crippling belief that you can only make
it so far. The reality is possibilities are
limitless; stay positive and go for it.”
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Creat ing a St imulat ing Curriculum
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

IN MANY WAYS, THE HONORS PROGRAM CURRICULUM IS

quite similar to the general curriculum at La Salle University.
In line with La Salle’s mission, the Honors Program strives
to provide students with broad critical-thinking skills that
prepare them for life after college. Just like the general
population, Honors students bring their own unique set
of skills and their own preferred learning style to the classroom. And, as in any other course, Honors Program courses
are designed for small class sizes where students can get
to know their professors.
But there is a certain je ne sais quoi that makes the Honors
Program special.
Richard Mshomba, Ph.D., ’85,
professor of economics, admits
that students in his Honors course,
Introduction to Economics Analysis,
receive the same syllabus as any
student enrolled in the general
course. The Honors course, however,
has a much different dynamic. “The
discussions are very different,” he
Richard Mshomba, Ph.D., ’85 said. “Honors students grasp the
material very quickly, allowing us to bring in and discuss
outside material related to the class.”
Jordan Copeland, Ph.D., assistant professor of religion,
agreed. Copeland, who teaches Ethics and the Life Sciences,
said the Honors students he’s worked with are self-disciplined,
intellectually curious, and willing to engage in new ideas.
“This deeper engagement on the part of the students
provides more space for dialogue among the students
and between instructors and students,” he said.
Some faculty, like Michael Boyle, Ph.D., ’98, assistant
professor of political science, hold the special distinction of
having graduated as La Salle Honors students and returned
to teach as Honors faculty. Boyle, who teaches the Honors
course Revolutions, Violence, and Terror, felt that both the
Honors Program and general curriculum provide students
with a strong foundation in the liberal arts as well as in how
to read critically and write well. “What sets the Honors
Program apart is the freshman Triple classes, which not
only give students a very strong grounding in literature,
history, and philosophy, but also give them an opportunity
to study a problem or theme from each of the disciplinary
perspectives,” he said.
This unique grouping of disciplines allows students to go
through the first year of the Honors Program together and

Freshmen Honors students Cullen O’Donnell and Julia Wojcik discuss their visit to the
exhibit “Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus” at the Philadelphia Museum of Art during
an Honors Program lab.

to connect course concepts from one class to another. “In
the Triple, it gives the faculty an opportunity to synthesize
their syllabi while maintaining a great deal of autonomy,”
said Steve Smith, Ph.D., associate professor of English,
who has been teaching in the Honors Triple for more than
20 years. “Students are able to stick together and share
three separate disciplines for a whole year.”
In these courses, students have the opportunity to get
to know each other and the faculty better. “The small class
sizes, coupled with students who are eager to learn and to
take on academic challenges, sets up a wonderful classroom
WINTER 2011–12
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dynamic,” said Siobhan Conaty,
associate professor of art history,
who teaches Ways of Seeing. “There
is a great exchange of ideas and
a lively discussion in the classroom.
I learn something new from my
students every time I teach.”
To be in the Honors Program,
students complete a total of 14 Honors
Steve Smith, Ph.D.
courses, including the Triple. Veteran
faculty offer courses, for example, on Orwell, The Gilded Age,
How People Learn, Bonheoffer, and the Resistance to Nazism.
Newer faculty teach seminars such as Molecules Changing
History, Imaging a Continent, and Representations of Africa:
Past and Present. In addition, about one-third of Honors
students study abroad and more than half take travel/study
courses to places like Vietnam, China, Israel, and several
European countries.
Honors courses are typically held as a seminar-style
classes, providing an opportunity for greater class discussion.
“This places the responsibility on the student. They have to
carry much more weight, and it’s much more challenging,”
Smith said.

That responsibility extends outside of the classroom as
well. Marianne Gauss, ’75, MBA ’87, assistant professor
of management, fondly recalls the philosophy of former
Honors Program Director John Grady. “I always admired
his sensibility that these students are bright and, as such,
should be leaders on campus,” she said. “That philosophy
was essential, and essentially Lasallian—if you are to be
bright, be generous with your gifts as well.”
In addition to teaching students strategic planning or
organizational behavior, Gauss incorporates broader concepts
into her classes. She touches on ethics, explains that students
should learn how to use their gifts to work with others, and
encourages them to search deeper for the truth of every issue.
For decades, the Honors Program curriculum has
challenged students to think critically, be open minded, and
ask the tough questions. Of all the themes and concepts
taught in various courses, Boyle said one lesson will always
stand out: “Many of the most important questions we face
will never be answered through one academic discipline
or perspective. The notion that you must attack a problem
from multiple academic vantage points is a hallmark of the
Honors Program.”

Focusing on t he Bigger Picture
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

IN THEIR OWN WORDS, STUDENTS IN THE HONORS

Program are hardworking, self-motivated, well-rounded,
social, involved—and very much like any other student
at La Salle University.
This tight-knit group of students often have the same
courses together, live together, and mingle with each other
outside of class. They’re prepared to be challenged and
are encouraged to think outside of the box. But they
also share the same college experiences as the rest of the
student population.
“I think the typical Honors student cannot be singled out
from any other University student,” said Kerriann Kane, a
senior secondary education and mathematics double major
with a religion minor. “We do our work; we live our lives; we
have our fun; we just happen to be a part of the Honors Program.”
Benjamin Pershall, a freshman biology major, said Honors
students typically work hard, but they are also generously
rewarded for their efforts. “We really get to do a lot of things
in and around Philadelphia through Honors labs that other
students most likely would not be able to do,” he said.

8
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The Program’s appeal includes
small class sizes, challenging curriculum, cultural trips, and a more
intimate educational atmosphere.
“Perhaps one of the greatest benefits
Julia Walsh, senior
of the program is being surrounded
by like-minded students. The majority of Honors students
are more motivated and interested in learning—especially
beyond their own academic discipline,” said Claire Fisher,
who is a senior dual major in economics and international
studies and political science. “The result is that classes move
at quicker paces than non-Honors classes and cover topics
in greater depth with more challenging material.”

“A typical Honors student is not just
involved in his or her academics, but also
in t he University as a whole.”
—Julia W alsh, senior

cover story

During a cultural field trip, a tour guide at Eastern State Penitentiary provides
a group of Honors students with the history behind what was once one of the world’s
most infamous prisons.

This is evident to students from the beginning via
the Honors Triple. Freshmen enroll in this grouping
of three courses over two semesters, covering history,
literature, and philosophy. From their introduction into the
program, Honors students learn to study concepts across
different disciplines and to consider the bigger picture.
Honors “labs” allow students to participate in cultural
events throughout Philadelphia or have access to lectures
related to their coursework. This cross-disciplinary, crosscultural education sparks deeper discussion in the classroom.
“This format builds a strong sense of camaraderie with
your fellow Triple classmates and professors,” said Julia
Walsh, a senior dual major in English and history with
a minor in Leadership and Global Understanding. “I’ve
learned that though the world is a very complex place and
different topics are not directly related, everything connects
in some way.”
“The Honors curriculum provides us with the ‘big ideas’
and calls on us to extrapolate our own thoughts on whatever topic we happen to be learning,” said Anne Therese
Namocatcat, a freshman biochemistry major.

Focusing on the bigger picture may be the reason that
this group is so engaged in life at and around La Salle.
Students are involved in, among other things, service trips,
The Masque, athletics, La Salle Ambassadors, scholarship
programs, research projects, and internships. “A typical
Honors student is not just involved in his or her academics,
but also in the University as a whole,” Walsh said. “Honors
students achieve in the classroom and are involved in a plethora
of activities on campus, from sports to community service and
everything in between. It’s a very eclectic and unique group.”
All of these experiences help prepare Honors students for
life after La Salle. Fisher believes the Honors Program will
give her an edge when applying for a master’s program in
Russian and Eurasian studies, providing the tools and skills
necessary to succeed in graduate school. Namocatcat said
she’s learned to be open to new perspectives and has been
challenged to be a better thinker, skills that will benefit her
in medical school.
“The Honors Program has helped me develop the necessary analytical skills for graduate school and the work force,”
Walsh said. “The discussions in the classroom or with my
peers have allowed me to evaluate a situation from different
perspectives, which will be pivotal in whatever I choose
to do after I graduate.”

WINTER 2011–12
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Capping off t he Honors Program
BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

THE CULMINATION OF FOUR YEARS

of work in the Honors Program is
a stimulating senior capstone project
that allows students to explore their
interests and curiosities.
Students at the end of their Honors
experience are encouraged to research
a topic that interests them in any discipline. Steve Smith, Ph.D., associate
professor of English, has had the pleasure
of teaching incoming Honors students
through the freshman Triple—a grouping of history, literature, and philosophy
courses over two semesters—as well

as reviewing capstone projects of
outgoing seniors.
“As a faculty member, it’s so stimulating and fun to watch the students
grow,” he said. “I love to read or hear
all the different topics.” In one recent
capstone session, Smith heard presentations on electron transfers in the
nucleus of cells, Bloody Sunday, and
the history of herbal medicine.
For her capstone project, Julia
Walsh, a senior dual major in English
and history with a minor in Leadership and Global Understanding, is

evaluating whether the 1998 Good
Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland
has effectively promoted reconciliation
between Catholics and Protestants
after 30 years of sectarian violence.
Walsh is working with Michael Boyle,
Ph.D., ’98, assistant professor of
political science.
“Not only do I hope to gain a better
understanding of the peace process
in Northern Ireland, but I hope to show
that the idea of ‘good’ relations
and reconciliation between the two
communities, though it will take

F ight ing for Just ice
BY JEREMY ROSEN, ’07

WIELDING WEAPONS ON SECRET

missions isn’t the only way federal
agents can protect and serve. Jennifer
Ngo, ’01, is just as dangerous with
data, records, her mind, and intuition.
Ngo, a La Salle Honors Program
graduate, is on an FBI Philadelphia
team of 14 agents and four analysts
intent on protecting financially vulnerable Americans and convicting those
who steal from them. Her work leads
to the arrest and conviction of whitecollar criminals engaging in identity
theft as well as mortgage, security,
bank, and wire fraud.
A one-year investigation by Ngo’s
team led to the 2009 indictment of
two attorneys and a trio of mortgage
brokers who carried out an equity
skimming scheme.
These five eventual convicts from
the Doylestown area enticed people
who were struggling to pay mortgages
to yield control to investors, Ngo
explained. So-called investors would
then secretly retain homeowners’ titles
and strip them of their equity.
10
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Two of the attorneys and one mortgage broker pleaded guilty. The other
two mortgage brokers, a husband and
wife, were convicted in a June trial.
“The biggest thing by far right now
is mortgage fraud,” Ngo said. “It’s
where we get our most indictments.”
Ngo was inspired to work for the
FBI when a female agent shared her
public corruption-fighting career with
Ngo’s seventh-grade class. This agent
advised an accounting degree was
a best way in.
“I knew La Salle had a great accounting program,” said Ngo, an Ambler,
Pa., native. “I was recruited for basketball and the best thing I learned was
how to balance sports and studying.”

Ngo, a self-proclaimed math-minded
person, recalled her first La Salle challenge was her freshman year Honors
Program Triple—literature, philosophy,
and world history courses grouped
together over two semesters.
“I always lived with other basketball
players and was always busy academically,” she said. “One of my biggest
memories was when we beat St. Joe’s
to win the Big 5.”
Ngo was a 5-foot, 6-inch point guard
and three-year captain for La Salle’s
women’s basketball team, which during
her freshman year boasted the highest
GPA in the country with a few Honors
students on board. The squad had
around a .500 winning percentage
in Ngo’s four years, while Ngo won
multiple Atlantic 10 honors for academics and her offensive excellence.
In 2007, she was inducted to the
Big 5 Hall of Fame, and last year she
was inducted into La Salle’s Hall
of Athletes. She still regularly attends
La Salle basketball games.

cover story

F ulbright Scholars
a long time, can improve through
integrated education,” Walsh said.
Danyele Brickner, a senior English
major, is adapting two of Edgar Allen
Poe’s short stories, Ligeia and The
Premature Burial, into one-act plays
for her capstone project. “I am utilizing Poe’s general plot and themes,
but I am updating the setting and the
characters to fit a modern audience
and altering aspects of the show to
better suit the stage,” she said.
Brickner hopes to finish the semester
with two completed one-act plays,
and she has submitted a script to
The Masque’s Maverick One-Acts in
hopes of having it chosen for spring
production.
In addition to the senior capstone
project, Honors students are very active
in research, and many of them participate in the University’s Undergraduate
Research Program, led by Jim Butler,
Ph.D., ’67, professor of English.
Recent student/faculty collaborations
have produced studies such as “Making
a Case for Ecological Validity: Using
Stories and Dynamic Videos to Study
Empathy in Young Children,” “Nanoelectronics: the Future of Energy,”
and “Negative Maintenance Behaviors
and Jealousy on Facebook.” Many
of these papers have been submitted
and accepted for publication.
Corey Rogers, a senior biology major
with a Spanish minor, is working under
the direction of Stefan Samulewicz,
Ph.D., associate professor of biology,
with two other students to discover
proteins in horseshoe crab blood that

MANY HONORS STUDENTS OVER THE YEARS HAVE PURSUED AND RECEIVED
PRESTIGIOUS SCHOLARSHIPS, SUCH AS THE FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP.
RECENT HONORS GRADUATES WHO HAVE RECEIVED THE FULBRIGHT INCLUDE:

2011	Emily Apisa, communication major
Taught English in Turkey
2009	Mark Howell, German, Spanish, and English major
Studied Austrian literature in Austria
2007	Jillian Pintye, nursing major
Studied public health nursing in Denmark
Amelia Longo, German, math, and economics major
Studied Austrian literature in Austria
2004	Jason Ager, German major
Studied Austrian literature in Austria
2001	Nicholas Susi, German major
Studied Austrian literature in Austria
2000	Christopher Steinitz, political science major
Studied foreign policy in Kuwait
have not previously been identified.
“Identifying proteins, and then their
function, could give us valuable insight
into what life was like 450 million years
ago,” Rogers said.
The research projects are very
independent and are meant to prepare
students for graduate school, Samulewicz
said. “In grad school, students are
encouraged to become experts on
a topic and find out new things about
it. It’s all about discovery,” he said.
Diana Battaglia, a senior biology
major, is working with four students
under the supervision of Gerald
Ballough, Ph.D., professor of biology,
to research a form of brain damage
called apoptosis, or “cell suicide,” resulting from acute alcohol toxicity in rats.
If research shows that apoptosis
occurs after the injection of alcohol,
it would mean that the alcohol sent
a message to the neurons in the brain

“I’ve become part of a learning system as opposed to just a
program, and I don’t t hink I will ever t ire of learning.”
—Diana Bat taglia, senior

to kill themselves, she said. “This would
suggest that any amount of alcohol
causes our brain cells to kill themselves.
There would be no safe level of alcohol
consumption,” Battaglia said.
Looking back at their years in the
Honors Program, students said they’ve
appreciated the small class sizes that
offer personal attention. Rogers said
he feels prepared to go into the field
of medicine as a more knowledgeable
and well-rounded student. Walsh
recently submitted a Fulbright application for an English teaching assistantship in South Africa and then hopes
to attend graduate school. Brickner
hopes to earn a master’s degree in
theater, and Battaglia plans to enter
medical school, where she can spend
her life helping others as a doctor.
“The Honors Program has definitely
given me a competitive boost academically,” Battaglia said. “The Program
has caused me to think out of the box
and taught me how to prioritize my
desires and goals. I’ve become part
of a learning system as opposed to just
a program, and I don’t think I will
ever tire of learning.”
WINTER 2011–12
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Why I Give Back—Diane Welsh, ’76

BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

take risks in communication,” she said. “It was a supportive
atmosphere with small classes.”
she said it provided quality, affordable Catholic education
to sons and daughters of working-class families. At the time,
That inspirational teaching is imperative to an institution
most students, including Welsh, were commuters from
of higher education, Welsh said. “Excellence in teaching
nearby feeder schools in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
is something La Salle had and continues to have,” she said.
and were the first in their families to attend college and
“It’s the difference between a great school and a failing
received financial aid to do so.
school. The teaching at La Salle has always remained
a number-one priority.”
Today, the retired magistrate judge and mediator/arbitrator
with Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Services (JAMS),
After Welsh graduated from La Salle and attended law
said the makeup of La Salle has changed over the years
school, she worked with the Bucks County District Attorney’s
to include a more diverse student population. But she feels
Office as a prosecutor. While there, she specialized in child
its goal of providing a quality,
abuse cases and founded both
“Excellence in teaching is something the child abuse unit and the
affordable Catholic education
remains the same and is now
La Salle had and continues to have.” victim witness assistant unit. She
more important than ever.
spent 10 years in private practice,
—Diane
Welsh,
’76
then became a U.S. magistrate
America is facing international,
judge. Today, as a mediator and
economic, and educational crises,
arbitrator with JAMS, Welsh strives to work closely with
Welsh said. “For those of us who could afford an education,
people to solve real problems as they face life-altering events.
we should do everything we can to sustain that for generations
to come,” she said. “The national unemployment rate has
“I wanted the ability to help people. That’s what I envibeen above 9 percent while the unemployment rate of
sioned a lawyer to be,” she said.
college graduates is 4 percent. The single biggest difference
Not only does she continue to help people in her
between those in the top 10 percent of income and those
profession, but Welsh is also reaching out as a proud La Salle
below the median is a college degree. The need for quality
alum to help continue the University’s mission of providing
education in America has never been more important.”
quality, affordable education to all.
For Welsh, La Salle fostered an environment where students
“It’s our moral imperative and a matter of patriotism
could learn what they loved and develop a love of learning.
for those of us who have benefited to give back,” she said.
As a political science major and Honors Program student,
“It’s also in our pragmatic self-interest to preserve and
that philosophy inspired her. She credits her professors,
foster institutions like La Salle that can provide quality
particularly Robert Courtney, Ph.D., the late Chair of the
education for students who may stay and work in our region
Political Science Department, and the collegiality of her
after graduation. It’s in our best interest to have La Salle be
fellow students with giving her confidence in her work.
successful and to provide young people to our workforce
“In the Honors Program, there was an emphasis on
who have good skills and sound values.”
communication skills, both written and oral. The atmosphere
at La Salle gave me comfort and security to stretch and
WHEN DIANE WELSH, ’76, ATTENDED LA SALLE UNIVERSITY,
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We invite you to celebrate with La Salle University!

The Twentieth Annual
Charter Dinner
Past Recipients
2011–Gerard P. Cuddy

Leadership Award to be presented to

President and Chief Executive Officer, Beneficial Bank

2010–William J. Markmann, M.D., ’70

Orthopaedic Surgeon and President, Orthopaedic
Surgery & Rehabilitation A ssociates, P.C.

2009–Elmer F. (Bud) Hansen Jr., ’58

Founder, President, and Chief Executive
Officer, Hansen Properties Incorporated

2008–Judith Reyers Spires, ’75

Chief Executive Officer, K ings Supermarkets, Inc.
Former President, Acme Markets

2007–Sharmain Matlock-Turner
President, Urban Affairs Coalition

2006–Daniel K. Fitzpatrick, ’86

President and Chief Executive Officer
for E astern Pennsylvania , D elaware,
and New Jersey, Citizens Bank

2005–William R. Sasso, Esq., ’69

Chairman, Stradley Ronon
Stevens and Young LLP

2004–Leon Ellerson, ’56

President, K eystone Computer A ssociates

Gaetano P. (Guy) Giordano, ’76
President and Chief Executive Officer, Vincent Giordano Corporation

2003–Daniel J. Whelan, ’68

Former President and Chief Executive
Officer, Verizon Pennsylvania

2002–William R. Sautter, ’71

President and Chief Executive Officer,
Elliott-Lewis Corporation

2001–Michael J. Emmi

Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer*, IPR International

2000–Charles J. Reilly, ’62

Founder and Chief Executive Officer,
Reilly Foam Company

1999–James J. Lynch, ’71
Managing Partner,
Patriot Financial Partners LP

1998–J. L awrence Wilson

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer*,
Rohm and Haas Company

1997–G. Fred DiBona Jr.=

President and Chief Executive Officer,
Independence Blue Cross

1996–Nicholas A. Giordano, ’65

President and Chief Executive Officer*,
Philadelphia Stock Exchange

1995–William J. Avery

Chairman, Chief Executive Officer,
and President*, Crown Cork
and Seal Company Inc.

1994–Joseph F. Paquette

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer*,
PECO Energy Company

1993–Nelson G. Harris

Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and
President*, Tasty Baking Company
* retired

= deceased

Normandy Farm Hotel and Conference Center
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania
Saturday, March 24, 2012
6:30 p.m.
The Charter Dinner celebrates the founding of La Salle College on March 20, 1863, and
pays tribute to the generations of Christian Brothers, laypersons, and clergy whose dedication
has made La Salle University the prominent institution that it is today.
Since its founding, La Salle has played a leadership role in Philadelphia as both an educational
institution and a responsible corporate citizen. In recognition of the importance of leadership
in our community, La Salle University recognizes an individual who has displayed outstanding
leadership in the corporate, civic, governmental, or religious communities with the presentation
of La Salle University’s Leadership Award.
Since 1983, Gaetano P. (Guy) Giordano has been the CEO and President of the Vincent Giordano
Corporation, and, during the last three decades, he has expanded and diversified this multi-generational
family business. In addition, he is a founding and current board member of Cornerstone Bank, serves
on the Food Industry Advisory Board of the Creative Financial Group, and is a board member for Variety,
The Children’s Charity. His community activities have included terms as a board member of various
sports organizations in Moorestown, N.J.
Proceeds from the annual Charter Dinner and Leadership Award ceremony are utilized
to enhance the University’s Scholarship Fund, thereby benefiting future generations
of La Salle students.
For more information, please visit our Web site at www.lasalle.edu/charterdinner
or contact hagner@lasalle.edu or 215.991.3595.
WINTER 2011–12
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A Note From ...

Biology

A RELATIVELY NEW FIELD IN BIOLOGY

that has evolved in tandem with the
technology revolution has produced
a discipline known as bioinformatics.
“Bioinformatics is the marriage of
computer science and modern molecular
biology,” said Biology Department
Chair Jim Pierce, Ph.D., ’83. This
revolutionary approach shifts biology
from a discovery science to an information science, something that was
unheard of just 20 years ago, Pierce said.
Prior to the 1980s, biology, unlike
other sciences, was a field of individual
scientists, working on individual
projects that were individually funded.
In the early 1980s, however, a group
of scientists decided to pool their
resources and tackle a massive task—
sequencing the human genome.
The Human Genome Project
officially launched in 1990 with the
goal of identifying the approximately
25,000 genes in human DNA in
15 years. To get the support of the

14
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BY LIZ VARGO, M.A. ’10

“We’re encouraging people
to work together through
the use of technology.”
—Jim Pierce, Ph.D., ’83
entire biology community, the project
also investigated the genetic makeup
of the mouse, fruit fly, yeast, and E. coli
bacteria. By studying the proteins found
within our genes, scientists can discover
how an organism looks, behaves, or
deals with infection.
“Prior to 1980, this was not even
possible,” Pierce said. “Technology and
the genetic evolution evolved together.”
The computer played a major role
in gathering, storing, and decoding
data, he said. As the Human Genome
Project advanced, so did technology,
making it easier for scientists to examine
what all of the complex information
meant and how to use it. “It’s not
just one individual looking into a micro-

scope. We’re now thinking about
biology as an information science,”
he said.
Pierce, himself, played a role in the
Human Genome Project. In 1990,
his post-doctoral fellowship was
funded by the National Institute of
Health, and he developed a patent
for a specific genomic cloning vector
that was then used, for example,
to sequence the breast cancer gene
BRCA1. By isolating the DNA of
a cancerous tumor and sending the
information to a genome sequencer,
scientists can determine how the cancer
occurs, what properties it has, and
how it mutates.
Having been part of the modern
biology revolution, Pierce is passionate
about merging biology and technology
in the classroom. While working at the
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, he launched one of the first
bioinformatics undergraduate and
Master of Science programs. Since

features

advanced. He already has secured
several iPads for biology students to
share for various assignments. “The
use of mobile computing tablets and
cloud-based technologies are changing
the educational process,” he said.
The ability to combine biology
and technology has opened up new
possibilities for biologists. “The skill
set has changed,” Pierce said. “We need
to be much more computer literate.”

The 21st-century biologist must do
significant computational analysis of a
problem before he or she goes into the
lab to test a hypothesis experimentally.
Biologist are able to ask probing questions using sophisticated computational
algorithms and databases. “We now
have giant data sets available to us.
Before we had nothing,” Pierce said.
“We’re encouraging people to work
together through the use of technology.”

returning to his alma mater last year
as Chair of the Biology Department,
he has had three major goals.
First, he started a spring semester
course titled Genomics and Bioinformatics. The course covers what
a genome is and the basic computer
tools necessary to analyze DNA,
ribonucleic acid (RNA), and protein
sequence information.
“We’re integrating technology into
the process,” he said.
He then began a research project
with The Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, which operates a genome
center. He is working with students to
identify certain genes in horseshoe crabs.
Pierce’s biggest quest is to get
technology into all biology courses—
from the very basic to the most
(Top left) Jim Pierce, Ph.D., ’83, Chair of the Biology
Department, uses technology in the lab to work
with senior biology major Chris Herrmann.
(Right) Ahsan Merchant, a senior biology major, uses
an iPad in his lab work.
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The Ultimate Opportunity to Study Abroad
BY COLLEEN B. MULLARKEY, ’06

AMIDST THE REVOLUTIONARY EVENTS OF ARAB SPRING,

William J. Burns, ’78, was officially sworn in as U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State on Sept. 8, 2011. It’s fitting because
Middle Eastern relations have always played a prominent
role in his education and career. Two decades ago, he
helped organize a groundbreaking event in Middle Eastern
negotiations—the Madrid Conference of 1991. As a member
of Secretary of State James Baker’s policy planning staff,
Burns witnessed Palestinians and Israelis sitting down
together for one of the first times in history.

William J. Burns, ’78, is sworn in as U.S. Deputy Secretary of State by Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, with his two daughters and wife in attendance
(from left) Elizabeth, Lisa Carty, and Sarah.

“It reminds us that American leadership at the right
moment can produce some very positive results in the Middle
East,” Burns said. It’s something he will keep in mind in his
new position as chief adviser to Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton on ways to implement policy. And it’s
something he’s been interested in since his days at La Salle.
As a senior in the Honors Program, Burns chose to focus
his capstone project on American-Egyptian relationships.
“In those years, the Honors Program set La Salle apart,” said
Burns, who greatly admired the leadership and guidance
of late Honors Program Director John Grady. “It offered a
close-knit, high-quality educational experience.” George
Stow, Ph.D., and John Rossi, Ph.D., of the History Department played a particularly important role in fostering that
experience. He recalls their commitment to serious scholarship
and their students, as well as a fun and engaging teaching
style that “made history come alive.”
16
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Burns left an equally memorable impression on his
professors. “In addition to his innate intellectual abilities,
he was genuinely interested in learning—for learning’s sake.
But Bill was far from a brooding bookworm,” Stow said.
“Outside the classroom, he displayed a rare combination
of athleticism (he was a terror on the basketball court)
and a warm, gregarious, yet self-effacing character and
personality. Little wonder, then, that I’ve not been surprised
in following his meteoric rise to prominence as a foreign
service officer in the Department of State.”
That rise began when Burns became La Salle’s first-ever
Marshall Scholar, earning M.Phil. and D.Phil. degrees in
International Relations from Oxford University. Upon his
return stateside, diplomacy seemed an obvious career path
because it combined a commitment to government service
and international affairs. “I had no idea when I entered the
Foreign Service in January 1982 that I’d still be doing this
almost 30 years later,” said Burns, who is only the second
serving career diplomat in U.S. history to become Deputy
Secretary. “I’ve been very fortunate—it’s an honor and
privilege to serve my country in this capacity.”
In those three decades, Burns has worn many hats and
spoke in many tongues. Fluent in Arabic, Russian, and French,
he has served as ambassador to Russia and Jordan and as
special assistant to Secretaries of State Warren Christopher
and Madeleine Albright. Before being named Deputy
Secretary, Burns was Undersecretary for Political Affairs,
the State Department’s third-ranking post.
He’s found his career fulfilling both professionally and
personally. His passion for this line of work is something he
shares with his father, Maj. Gen. William F. Burns, ’54, and
his wife, Lisa Carty, also a career diplomat, whom he met
while studying in their Foreign Service entry class in 1982.
It’s afforded him an opportunity not only to represent the
United States on foreign soil but also to explore the history,
culture, and people of nations across the globe with his wife
and two daughters.
“Whether in an embassy overseas or in Washington D.C.,
I’ve always enjoyed the camaraderie of working with others
in government service,” he said. “In this job, you’re learning a lesson in humility every day because you’re reminded
about how much you don’t know. Thankfully I’m surrounded
by people who have a wealth of knowledge and I’m always
eager to learn something new.”

sports

La Salle Sports Complete
Stellar Fall Season
BY KEVIN BONNER

IT WAS A FALL SEASON AT LA SALLE UNIVERSITY THAT WILL

be remembered for a long time. Two Atlantic 10 championships, an Atlantic 10 regular season title, an NCAA Tournament
berth, a league-best four A-10 Coach of the Year awards, and
a conference-best three teams reaching the conference semifinals high-lighted the outstanding autumn on 20th and Olney.
“We had a great fall semester that was the strongest
overall performance among all 14 schools in the Atlantic 10
Conference,” said Tom Brennan, Ed.D., Director of Athletics.
“It has been gratifying to see the continuing improvement
of our field sports, in particular, which have benefitted so
greatly from the artifcial turf and lighting installation project
back in 2006 as well as great coaching. Women’s soccer had
a special season and it was inspiring to see the entire La Salle
community rally around our student-athletes and coaches.”

Women’s Soccer
The La Salle women’s soccer team had a season for the
record books, going undefeated during the regular season
and winning the Atlantic 10 regular season championship.
The performance earned the team an at-large berth to
the 2011 NCAA Tournament.
The Explorers were the last team in the nation to allow
a goal and reached as high as No. 17 in the Soccer America
national polls. La Salle’s 15 wins set a program record.
The Atlantic 10 rewarded the team with a bevy of postseason awards. Paul Royal was named Coach of the Year,
goalkeeper Melissa Sanger was named Defensive Player of
the Year, and freshman Kelsey Haycook was named Rookie
of the Year. Haycook and sophomore Renee Washington
were each named NSCAA All-Americans, the first such

Sophomore Renee Washington
(left) celebrates with teammate
Jourdan McVicker after scoring
a goal against Maryland in the
NCAA Tournament.

honor in program history while Haycook also was named
a first team Freshman All-American.

Cross Country
The men’s and women’s cross country teams were each
the preseason pick to win the conference title. But the two
teams had more motivation than that; they were looking
to honor their fallen head coach Charles Torpey, who passed
away suddenly over the summer.
New head coach Dan Ireland, hired from Yale, led
the men’s and women’s cross country teams to the A-10
Championship in late October. Ireland earned Coach of the
Year for men’s and women’s cross country, while Alfredo
Santana won the men’s race to earn Most Outstanding
Performer honors, the third Explorer man to do so. Four
Explorers earned all-conference honors for the women’s
team, led by Caitlin Storbeck, who finished sixth.

Men’s Soccer
La Salle went undefeated in its first six conference games,
extending a stretch of 12 straight league games over the last
two seasons without a loss. The Explorers qualified for the
conference playoffs for the second straight year, defeating
city rival Temple, 2-0, in the quarterfinals before
falling to George Washington in the semifinals in
double overtime. Combined with the women’s
team, La Salle soccer is 15-3-0 against Temple and
Saint Joseph’s since 2007. Senior Nick Dundon was
named an Academic All-American for the second
straight season to highlight the postseason awards.

Field Hockey
The La Salle field hockey squad reached the
Atlantic 10 semifinals as well, earning head coach
Michelle Marks the A-10 Coach of the Year award.
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[ SUPERIOR GENERAL VISITS LA SALLE ]

New Trustees Join Board
La Salle welcomed three new Trustees
to its Board this October and honored
two outgoing Trustees.
Tom A. Leonard,
’70, retired after
38 years as a Partner
at PwC, where he
was the Managing
Partner of the
Philadelphia Office
Financial Service
Practice and the Regional Managing
Partner of its Investment Management.

(Above) Superior General Brother Álvaro Rodríguez
Escheverría, F.S.C., (left) leader of the Brothers
of the Christian Schools, talks with James Moore,
Ph.D., Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean
of Students, during a visit to La Salle’s campus in
November. While at La Salle, Br. Álvaro met with lay
partners who are involved with Philadelphia-area
Lasallian ministries. He also met with local Brothers
and participated in a student Mass at La Salle’s
chapel. The appearance at La Salle was part of
a two-week visit to Brothers’ schools of all levels
in the District of Eastern Northern America of the
United States.

[ MARCZELY, ST. GABRIEL’S SYSTEM RECEIVE HIGHEST HONORS ]

(From left) President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70; Jack Marczely, ’60, recipient of
the John J. Finley, ’24, Award; James Logan, Director of the De La Salle Vocational School, representing
St. Gabriel’s System, recipient of the Signum Fidei Medal; and Alumni Association President Paul
Burgoyne, ’70, at the Alumni Association Awards Dinner in November. The John J. Finley, ’24, Award
recognizes an individual for outstanding service to the University. “Jack Marczely has volunteered
at virtually every level of University life for more than 30 years, so his presence is felt in mentoring
students, fundraising through the La Salle Fund, and in athletics,” Burgoyne said. The Signum Fidei
Medal is presented for contributions to the advancement of humanitarian principles. “This year’s
recipient, the faculty, staff, and administrators of the St. Gabriel’s System, epitomize the Lasallian
commitment to social justice and to assisting individuals to seek their own destiny as part of the
Lasallian community in the world,” Burgoyne said.
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Kevin F. O’Donnell,
’88, is the Managing
Director of BlackRock,
a leading provider of
investment, advisory,
and risk management
solutions. His service
with BlackRock dates
back to 1996, including his years with
Barclays Global Investors (BGI) before
it merged with BlackRock in 2009.
Patricia D. Wellenbach is founder,
President, and
CEO of Sandcastle
Strategy Group LLC,
a company that
provides management consulting
service to clients
primarily in the
health-care, small business, and
nonprofit sectors.

Departing Trustees are J. Anthony
Hayden, ’67, (above, left) and William J.
McCormick Jr, ’58.
—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

news

New Leadership in Alumni Relations

Jim Gulick, ’89, (left)
and Trey Ulrich, ’99,
MBA ’02

Changes to La Salle’s Office of Alumni Relations have provided
new leadership and a revived Career Program for alumni.
Trey Ulrich, ’99, MBA ’02, is now the Assistant Vice
President for Alumni Relations and Jim Gulick, ’89, is the
Director of Athletic Development.
“La Salle is fortunate to have two talented, experienced, and
loyal alumni in these positions,” said President Brother Michael
J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70.
In his new position, Ulrich will focus on continuing to increase
the number of volunteers who are involved with La Salle, further
engage alumni, and promote increased attendance at events.
Previously, he was Director of The La Salle Fund.
Gulick, who served as Assistant Vice President of Alumni
Relations for 10 years, is now responsible for the fundraising
goals of Athletics. In cooperation with Tom Brennan, Ed.D.,
Director of Athletics, and Terry Travis, ’93, Assistant Vice
President for Development, Gulick will plan, implement, and
evaluate restricted giving for La Salle Athletics, including the

Explorers Club, gifts for specific sports, special projects, and
major gifts for Athletics.
The revamped Career Services program, headed by Debra
Franke, Assistant Director of Alumni Relations for Career
Programs, supports career development, transition, and job
searches for alumni who graduated from La Salle at least five
years ago. Services include a Webinar series, in-person events,
one-on-one career counseling, and social media opportunities.
In addition, Career Programs works with La Salle’s Career and
Employment Services Center, headed by Executive Director Stephen
McGonigle, ’72, MBA ’83. Career and Employment Services works
with students and more recent graduates to clarify career goals,
network, and develop strategies for employment or graduate school.
—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

Bronson Honored with the McNally Award
serving with the Vietnamese 514th squadron, and, in 1976, he
became the 25th naval aviator in history to achieve 1,000 aircraft
carrier landings. He served for three years as the Executive
Assistant to the Navy’s Director of Command and Control before
being chosen in 1983 to implement the Naval Space Command,
which he served as Deputy Commander. His last assignment
in active service before his retirement in 1985 was with the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Among other honors from the Navy, Bronson was awarded
the Legion of Merit.

Capt. Edward F. “Ted” Bronson, USN (Ret.), ’54, is the 2011
recipient of the John J. McNally Service Award, given by
La Salle’s Washington, D.C., Alumni Chapter, in honor of his
commitment to the University’s values, with a particular emphasis
on service to others and to the well-being of his community.

After his retirement, Bronson was Director of Congressional
Relations for Miltope Corporation in Long Island, N.Y., and
served as Scholarship Chair for the Armed Forces Communications
and Electronics Association (AFCEA), awarding more than
$2 million in scholarships and being honored with the AFCEA
Educational Foundation’s Distinguished Service to Education
Award in 1992 and 2007 and the International Leadership
Award in 2011. He has also been the aviation representative
to the Navy’s Cold War Gallery, which is being constructed at
the Washington Navy Yard, and is Chairman of the Advisory
Board for CatholicMil.org, a Web-based organization that serves
U.S. Armed Forces chaplains and personnel.

Bronson served in the U.S. Navy for 29 years as a combat
naval aviator, replacement instructor, manager, policy maker,
and implementer. He served his first tour in Vietnam in 1963,

The McNally Award is named for John J. McNally, ’64, who
was integral in the establishment of La Salle’s Washington,
D.C., Alumni Chapter.

Jason Langsnor, ’04, member of the Washington, D.C., Alumni Chapter Leadership
Group, presents the McNally Award to Capt. Edward F. “Ted” Bronson, USN (Ret.), ’54

—Marian Butcher, M.A. ’08
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150th Anniversary Web Site to Launch

A new Web site will launch this winter to prepare for La Salle University’s 150th anniversary celebration during the 2012–2013 school year.
Beginning in the summer, the La Salle community will officially commemorate its
150th anniversary by recalling the University’s founding in 1863, celebrating La Salle’s
proud history, and looking forward to a future built on our 150-year tradition of Catholic
and Lasallian education.

Remembering 9/11

This September, Michael Scheuer, Ph.D., a 20-plus-year
veteran of the CIA and former Chief of the bin Laden unit,
spoke during the Diplomat-in-Resident Program event,
“Ten Years After 9/11: America’s War on Terrorism.”
The panel, co-sponsored by the Lasallian Forum for
Politics and Policy, also featured Peter Mandaville,
Ph.D., of the U.S. Department of State’s Policy Planning
staff and professor of government and Islamic studies
at George Mason University, and Clark McCauley, Ph.D,
a social psychologist who is co-Director of the Solomon
Asch Center for the Study of Ethnopolitical Conflict
at the University of Pennsylvania.

The Web site will include details on upcoming events related to the 150th anniversary,
a historical timeline with a chronology of key moments in La Salle’s past, and information
about service opportunities with an interactive map that will illustrate how La Salle’s
Day of Service will be a worldwide event. There also will be a feature allowing alumni
to share their stories of La Salle memories on the Web site.
To access the 150th Web site, visit www.lasalle.edu/150.

Price Named Distinguished Educator
For his service, William Price, Ph.D.,
professor of chemistry and biochemistry,
received the University’s Distinguished
Lasallian Educator Award, given to
an individual who honors the ideals of
St. John Baptist de La Salle, the founder
of the Christian Brothers and the patron
saint of teachers.
“It was mind-numbing” when he learned
the news, he said. “To be on that kind of
list (of previous recipients) is an amazing
honor,” he said. This is not the first time
the University has honored Price. In 2007,
he was the inaugural recipient of La Salle’s
Brother Scubillion Rousseau Justice Award.
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“None of the service that we carry
out happens in a vacuum,” Price said.
“In any successful endeavor of this type,
there is a network of dedicated people
involved. Between my church (Abington
Presbyterian Church) and La Salle
University, I belong to two remarkably
strong faith communities where mission
work is a core value,” he said.
As a result of losing both of his parents
to cancer more than 25 years ago, Price
has spent the greater part of his adult
life trying to understand the molecular
and genetic bases of cancer.

Price, a resident of Glenside, Pa.,
earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry
from The College of Wooster and a Ph.D.
in synthetic organic chemistry from the
University of Maryland, College Park.
During his tenure at La Salle, he has been
the recipient of numerous research awards
and grants, including a Fulbright Fellowship to the University of Aveiro in Portugal.
—Jon Caroulis

news

Del Vescovo Receives IT Leadership Award
During Homecoming weekend, La Salle University
honored Karen Del Vescovo, ’90, General Manager,
Mid-Atlantic District, for Microsoft Corp., with its
2011 Information Technology Leadership Award.
“Karen Del Vescovo defines the emerging model for
an IT professional,” said Margaret McCoey, ’79,
assistant professor and Director of the University’s
master’s programs in Information Technology Leadership and Computer Information Science. “After working
in business and corporate law, Karen found her passion
in IT and joined Microsoft. She developed her talents
through a number of sales and marketing positions
that led her to her current position as General Manager.
Karen’s varied positions model the new challenges
for IT professionals, including the need for continued
growth and change.”

From left, Margaret McCoey, ’79, assistant professor and Director of the University’s master’s programs
in Information Technology Leadership and Computer Information Science, Karen Del Vescovo, ’90,
General Manager, Mid-Atlantic District, for Microsoft Corp., Joseph Marbach, Ph.D., ’83, La Salle
Provost, and Thomas Keagy, Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences.

McCoey noted that Del Vescovo contributes to the
community by teaching Internet safety to school-aged children.
She also participates in walks and runs for local charities, especially those related to cancer causes, and is a board member
of the Boys & Girls Club of Philadelphia.
Del Vescovo’s family has a long history at La Salle. Her father,
the late John Mooney, ’60, taught mathematics at the University.
“Not only did my dad teach at La Salle for 35 years,
my brother, sister, uncle, and husband are all proud

La Salle graduates. I was looking for a strong liberal arts college,
and La Salle was a perfect fit,” she said.
After graduating from La Salle as a political science major,
she attended Widener University’s School of Law, where she
was first introduced to the IT field.

—Jon Caroulis

Alums Honored as Shining Stars
In October, the Communication Department honored
four alumni during its Night of the Shining Stars
event for their impact in the media and entertainment
industries as well as with corporate strategy.

Debra Fazio-Rutt, ’94, Karen Garman, Ph.D., ’82, Mike Sielski, ’97, and Albert “Scooter” Vertino, ’93,

Debra Fazio-Rutt, ’94, is a Senior Director of Communication
at Spike TV. Fazio-Rutt oversees the day-to-day public relations
activities of Spike TV programming and network outreach initiatives, which work to further the network’s brand as a leading
provider of quality, high-action entertainment for men.

work has been anthologized in the annual Best American Sports
Writing series, and he has received more than 30 national and
state awards. Sielski has written for Yahoo! Sports and ESPN.com
and is featured on national television and radio.

Karen Garman, Ph.D., ’82, is the President and senior
training consultant for Healthcare Education, Leadership, and
Performance Inc., or HELP Inc. Garman instructs physicians
and other health-care providers on how to become better
leaders, teachers, and emergency preparedness responders
at the local, state, and national health-care levels.

Albert “Scooter” Vertino, ’93, is the Vice President of Content
for NBA Digital. He is responsible for the creation, production,
implementation, and journalistic and editorial quality and
accuracy of all NBA Digital content. Vertino received an Emmy®
for his work on Inside the NBA on TNT in 2001, shortly
after winning one for the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney,
Australia, on NBC.

Mike Sielski, ’97, is an author and a reporter with the Wall
Street Journal. He is a rising star in sports journalism and has
published the book Fading Echoes: A True Story of Rivalry and
Brotherhood from the Football Field to the Fields of Honor. His

The Communication Department also announced the establishment of the Richard J. Goedkoop Ethics Prize, in honor of the
longtime faculty member’s retirement. The prize will be awarded
to an undergraduate student next year.
WINTER 2011–12
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[ EXPERIENCING TIBET THROUGH DRP ]

The Monks of Labrang Tashi Kyil Monastery in India performed for the Diplomat-in-Residence Program event “Let’s Travel to Tibet” in October. The Labrang Tashi Kyil
was a major monastic center for Buddhist teachings in eastern Tibet.

New Leadership in Graduate and International Studies
La Salle’s graduate and international
programs are under new leadership and
are launching new initiatives.
Margaret
McManus, Ph.D.,
Associate Dean of
the School of Arts
and Sciences, has
also recently been
named Executive
Director of Graduate
Studies. In this
position, she will continue to enhance
the quality of the graduate programs and
graduate culture on campus, and will
strategically grow the graduate programs
in online, hybrid, and face-to-face
environments.
In line with the strategic plan, The Will
to Excel, McManus said the graduate
programs strive to promote academic
distinctiveness and student success.
“This new leadership has had an
immediate impact by having the University focus more attention to graduate
studies—regarding the quality of our
programs; our sense of community; service
to the students, faculty, and staff; and
the growth of graduate programs,” she
said. “Additionally, graduate studies and
international studies work closely together
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in regard to recruiting and retaining international graduate students who come to
La Salle to study, as well as to our international graduate programs in Prague,
Czech Republic, and Basel, Switzerland.”
Joseph Ugras,
Ph.D., Dean of
the College of
Professional
and Continuing
Studies, also
now serves as
Executive Director
of International
Education. In this role, he will
work with other individuals and departments on campus to expand La Salle’s
internationalization efforts. Ugras will
focus on three main areas: promoting
study abroad and travel/study programs
to current La Salle students, promoting
La Salle University as an institution
of choice for international students,
and increasing the globalization of
curriculum and programs on campus.
“Our strategic plan, The Will to Excel,
focuses on meeting certain internationalization goals,” he said. “We want to
get more international students to
La Salle and provide more international
experiences for our current students.

We need to make our graduates more
globally ready.”
One new initiative to prepare international students for life at La Salle
is the English
Language Institute
(ELI). According
to Director Ed
McManness, ELI
was established as
a portal to bring
academically
qualified students
who lack English proficiency
to study in La Salle’s undergraduate and
graduate programs. The Institute will
increase the English language competency
of students and help them adjust to life
in the U.S. and at La Salle.
“Welcoming international students
to La Salle from around the globe fits
our mission as it will enhance our international learning from many dimensions,”
McManness said. “Not only will we
graduate students who will be La Salle
alums taking up positions of leadership
around the globe, but we will also benefit
greatly from the opportunity to learn
from their experiences, culture, and
world view.”

—Liz Vargo, M.A. ’10

news

[ RETIRED FACULTY AND STAFF LUNCHEON ]

Last fall, retired faculty and staff met on campus for an annual luncheon. (First
row, from left) John Smith, Ph.D., ’57, psychology; Thomas McCarthy, Ph.D.,
psychology; Samuel Wiley, Ph.D., mathematics and computer science; Brother
Michael McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, President of La Salle University; Mary Ann
Kerlin, ’74, (widow of Michael Kerlin, Ph.D., ’57, MBA ’88, philosophy); Alice Stanley
(wife of Art Stanley, Director of Planned Giving); and Kathy Ricci, ’94, (wife of Ray
Ricci, ’97, Assistant to the President for Mission Integration). (Second row, from left)
John Connors, Ph.D., sociology; John Rossi, Ph.D., ’58, history; John Rooney, Ph.D., ’47,

psychology; James McDonald, ’58, Director of Alumni Relations; Richard Strosser,
philosophy; Art Stanley, Director of Planned Giving; and Brother Charles Gresh,
F.S.C., ’55, Development. (Third row, from left) Marilyn Lambert, Ed.D., education;
Hugh Thomas, Director of Facilities; and Brother Edward David, F.S.C., Ph.D., foreign
languages. (Fourth row, from left) Ray Ricci, ’67, Assistant to the President for
Mission Integration; David Efroymson, Ph.D., religion; Gerald Johnson, Bucks County
Center; Robert Fallon, Ph.D., English; John Reardon, Ed.D., ’59, accounting; and
Thomas Phillips, philosophy.

[ DRP’S FALL EVENTS ]

“Greece and the Euro Crisis” was the topic of discussion at a Diplomat-in-Resident
Program panel this fall featuring (from left) Costas Lapavitsas, a professor of
economics at the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London;
Miguel Glatzer, assistant professor of political science at La Salle; and David George,
professor of economics at La Salle.
(Above, left) This fall, the Diplomat-in-Residence Program welcomed
the Hon. Raslan Abu Rukan, Deputy Consul General for Israel in
Philadelphia, to discuss “Israel and the Arab Spring.”
(Above, right) The Diplomat-in-Residence Program presented
“Friendship, Hardship, and Hope in a Brazilian Favela” in November,
featuring Michael Kerlin, associate partner at McKinsey & Company.
Kerlin has been working on urban and economic development in Brazil
for 15 years and has led several urban infrastructure and sustainability
projects with the private and non-governmental sectors.
(Left) Stathis Trahanatzis, a renowned Greek iconographer, lectured
on “The Art of Icons in the Byzantine Era” for a Diplomat-in-Resident
Program event this fall. Trahanatzis has been cited in the Encyclopedia Britannica as a leader in the revival of Byzantine art and is
internationally recognized in his field.
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La Salle Presents Pitts with Honorary Degree
La Salle University’s President Michael J.
McGinniss, F.S.C., presented an honorary
doctoral degree to Derrick Pitts, Chief
Astronomer and Senior Scientist for the
Franklin Institute Science Museum, at
its Honors Convocation this fall.
When honoring Pitts, McGinniss said,
“Your remarkable career as a scientist and
your distinctive ability to make science
accessible to the broadest of audiences
is a wonderful combination. Moreover,
as an authority on astronomy and
space science—where new discoveries
are a constant—you have lived La Salle
University’s motto, ‘Never stop exploring.’”
Pitts, a Germantown Academy
graduate who was raised in the TiogaNicetown section of Philadelphia, began
working at the Franklin Institute while
earning his bachelor’s degree from
St. Lawrence University.
After graduating, he was hired full
time as Chief Astronomer for the Franklin
Institute Observatory. He also serves as
Director of Fels Planetarium Programs and
Senior Exhibits and Programs Developer.
“Derrick Pitts has made astronomy
and space science accessible to many
people, particularly children,” said Alice
Hoersch, Ph.D., La Salle’s Executive
Assistant to the President and professor
of geology and sponsor of Pitts’ honorary
degree. “He is a role model for students
in general, and for African American
students in particular, who are underrepresented in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics fields.”

(From left) President Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ‘70, Derrick Pitts, Chief Astronomer and Senior
Scientist for the Franklin Institute Science Museum, and Alice Hoersch, Ph.D., La Salle’s Executive Assistant to the
President and professor of geology.

and Weather Channel. He also hosts
SkyTalk, a weekly astronomy radio
program on Philadelphia’s NPR affiliate,
WHYY, and he is the “Science Guy” for
the WXPN radio show Kids Corner.
Among his many awards, he has been
honored with the Mayor’s Liberty Bell
twice, the Distinguished Alumni Award

from St. Lawrence University, the George
Washington Carver Medal, the “Great
Friend to Kids” Award from the Please
Touch Museum, Fifty Most Important
Blacks in Research Science Award from
Science Spectrum magazine, and the
National Institute of Science Award.
—Amy Gardner Cranston, M.A. ’09

[ THANKING OUR DEDICATED POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS ]

Pitts has been a NASA Solar System
Ambassador as well as a scientific consultant to National Geographic Entertainment,
Intel Corporation, Discovery Place Science
Museum, Singapore Science Center, and
Lockheed Martin Space Systems, among
many other organizations.
Pitts has appeared on numerous local
television and radio stations as well as
national television networks such as
the History Channel, Science Channel,

24

LA SALLE MAGAZINE

Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey visits with La Salle Ambassadors (from left)
Lindsay Cicchino, ’13, John Owens, ’13, Maureen McLaughlin, ’13, Anne Korp, ’13, and Anthony Lucci, ’14.
About 50 students volunteered at the 14th and 35th police districts to serve Thanksgiving dinner
to more than 400 people who protect La Salle’s community.

book
notes
Sorta Like
a Rock Star

Teen-MD
BY PASCAL J. LARUFFA,

This Pertains To Me Which
Means To Me You

BY MATTHEW QUICK, ’96

M.D., ’58

EDITED BY JOSH SCHNEIDERMAN, ’03

Little, Brown & Co., 2010;
368 pp.; $16.99

Xlibris, 2011; 374 pp.;
$19.99

Lost and Found: The CUNY
Poetics Document Initiative,
2009; 72 pp.; $25

Once her mom’s boyfriend kicked them out,
Amber Appleton, her mom, and her loyal
dog began camping out in the back of Hello
Yellow, the school bus her mom drives. But
Amber, the princess of hope, refuses to sweat
the bad stuff. Instead, she focuses on bettering the lives of her alcoholic mother and
quirky friends. But tragedy threatens Amber’s
optimism. Can she continue to be the princess
of hope? This world is Amber’s stage, and
she is, well … sorta like a rock star.
Matthew Quick, ’96, at age 30, quit his tenured
position at a New Jersey high school to pursue his
dream of writing. His work has earned him the 2009
PEN/Hemingway Award Honorable Mention and
made the Young Adult Library Services Association
Best Fiction for Young Adults 2011 list. He lives
in Massachusetts with his wife, novelist Alicia
Bessette, ’97.

This entertaining, educational, and inspiring
book is written by a Harvard-trained specialist
in adolescent and young adult medicine.
Based on real facts and the life experiences
of 27 people, the author parallels his journey
from young doctor to adolescent medicine
specialist with the stories of teens that reach
out to him for help.
Pascal J. LaRuffa, M.D., ’58, found solutions for
troubled youth whose problems could not be solved
by traditional medicine during his fellowship training
at the Harvard Graduate School of Medicine. He has
worked as an academic and a medical consultant, and
he has held several medical directorships. In Philadelphia,
he operated private practices in Abington and Yardley,
Pa., and became pro tem Medical Director at La Salle.
Now retired, he lives in Naples, Fla., with his wife,
Joan, and their daughter.

Confessions of Love:
The Ambiguities
of Greek Eros and
Latin Caritas

Historical Dictionary of
Competitive Swimming

EDITED BY BERNHARDT

The Scarecrow Press Inc.,
2010; 356 pp.; $80

BLUMENTHAL, ’59,
LEONID RUDNYTZKY, ’58, ET.AL.

Peter Lang Publishing Inc., 2011; 239 pp.;
$76.95
This collection of essays by internationally
renowned scholars tackles some historic and
controversial “confessions” of love. Inspired
by Augustinian tradition, this volume focuses
on the ambiguous nature of love, especially
with regard to some of the conflicting aspects
of Greek eros and its ancient Latin rival, caritas.
Bernhardt Blumenthal, Ph.D., ’59, is a German
professor at La Salle who has completed publications
on 20th-century German and Austrian writers. He also
has published original poetry in German.
Leonid Rudnytzky, Ph.D., ’58, is a professor emeritus
of foreign languages at La Salle. He served as President
of the Ukrainian Free University. Most recently, he
published The World Interplay of Ukrainian Literature.

This book is a selection
of correspondence between
poets Kenneth Koch and Frank
O’Hara. The letters, which were
written over an 18-month period
from 1955 to 1956, provide an account
of the poets’ important, if often overlooked,
friendship. Full of poems, literary gossip,
and nods to artistic influences, Koch and
O’Hara’s correspondence also chronicles
a key moment in what would come to be
known as the New York School of Poets.
Josh Schneiderman, ’03, is a doctoral candidate in
the English program at the CUNY Graduate Center.
His critical writing has appeared in the Journal of
Modern Literature, and he is at work on a dissertation
on the New York School of Poets.

Tell Them I’m Not Home
BY PETE BYRNE, ’71

BY JOHN LOHN, ’99

Swimming has been an
Olympic sport since the
inception of the Games.
While the spirit of the
sport remains the same, the technology and
competitive formats have advanced tremendously. This book examines the sport of
swimming since its inception as a competitive
athletic event and provides details of Olympic
and World Championship medal winners.
John Lohn, ’99, is a senior writer for Swimming World
Magazine and was formerly deputy sports editor of the
Delaware County Daily Times. His interest in swimming
began in 1998 when he covered future Olympic gold
medalist Brendan Hansen. He has covered the U.S.
Olympic Trials, several U.S. National Championships,
and the historic accomplishments of Michael Phelps
in the 2008 Olympics. He has been a guest on ESPN
and provides analysis for radio programs, international
newspapers, and magazines.

Lulu, 2011; 417 pp.;
$14.99
This lightly fictionalized
memoir of growing up is
set in the Olney section
of North Philadelphia
in the 10-year period following
World War II, a place not unlike Jean
Shepherd’s Hammond, Ind., of a decade
earlier. The close-quarter life in a blue-collar
neighborhood of rowhouse streets provided
the author with a cast of characters—many
funny, some scary—and a near-endless
litany of stories. The book is a ticket back
to the Olney of the late 1940s and early
1950s, a time and a place as lost to today
as Hapsburg, Vienna, or tenement New York.
Pete Byrne, ’71, is a retired corporate and advertising
copywriter living in New Jersey. He’s a parent, grandparent, music enthusiast, occasional painter, and
snowboarder. He blogs on “The Compost Heap”
at http://www.petebyrne.com.

“Book Notes” will be featured periodically in upcoming issues of this magazine. We invite you to let us know if there’s a book written by an alum within the last year
that might be highlighted by e-mailing Liz Vargo at vargo @ lasalle.edu.
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Marriages
1962

Robert J. Houlihan (B.S.) to Elizabeth Sterley.

Elizabeth D. Walsh (B.A.) to Daniel Bevins.

1973

Thomas F. Bullock, Esq. (B.A.) to Karen A. Fahrner.

2006

2000

Matthew P. Conville (B.A.) to Heather L. Halterman.

Erin J. Geiger (B.A.) to Patrick O’Neill.

Matthew B. Ainsworth (B.S., MBA ’07) to Jamie L. Polek (B.S. ’07).

Kevin R. Wildes (B.A.) to Libby L. Geist.

2007

2002

David L. Sexton (B.S., MBA ’07) to Randi Myerowitz.

Jamie L. Polek (B.S.) to Matthew B. Ainsworth (B.S. ’06, MBA ’07).

2004

Kelly M. Bohrer (B.A.) to Dan Zemaitis.

2008

Stephanie A. Owen (B.A.) to Michael A. Petty (B.A.).

Mark C. Fagan (B.A.) to Angela Balter (BSN ’11).

2011

Angela Balter (BSN) to Mark C. Fagan (B.A. ’04).

Ryan P. Schrank (B.S., MBA ’09) to Kara Shomber.

Eric A. Pettersson (B.A.) to Stephanie Holt.

2005

Jaclyn E. Allen (B.A.) to Edward McElroy.

Matthew F. DiIenno (B.S.) to Tracy Brady.

1 9 5 7 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Joseph E.
Pappano Jr., M.D. (B.S.) of Newtown Square,
Pa., was appointed Chair of the Board of
Directors for Elwyn, a nonprofit organization
that supports individuals with intellectual,
developmental, and behavioral disabilities.
1 9 6 0 Joseph M. Fagan (B.A.) of Mays
Landing, N.J., completed 44 years in Little
League as a coach, umpire, and announcer
for Edgewater Park, N.J., and Ocean City
N.J., athletic teams.

1962

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 6 4 Daniel E. Hebding, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Wayne, Pa., was named to the 2011–2012
Who’s Who in America, a publication that
presents coverage of the lives of today’s
leaders and achievers from both the United
States and around the world.
Donald F. McAvoy Jr. (B.S.) of Jeffersonville,
Pa., a Sir Knight, fourth degree, in the Knights
of Columbus, was honored for 50 years of
membership in the organization.

Zachary S. Wochok, Ph.D. (B.S.) of Davis,
Calif., announced the formation of the
Wochok Group LLC, which utilizes years
of executive experiences to help others
improve their business through their people,
performance, productivity, and profitability.

1 9 6 7 H R E U N I O N Y E A R James J.
Bach (B.A.) of Voorhees, N.J., retired after
30 years in the casino business working
throughout the country.
Brig. Gen. John T. Digilio Jr., Retired (B.S.) of
Bay Shore, N.Y., was inducted into the New
York Senate Veterans’ Hall of Fame in recognition of his gallantry in the U.S. armed
forces and his service to the community.
William J. Gallagher (B.S.) of Sea Isle City,
N.J., retired from the real estate industry
in southern New Jersey.

1 9 6 8 James J. Clarke, Ph.D. (B.A.) of
Villanova, Pa., was elected to the Board
of Directors for Phoenixville Federal Bank
and Trust. He is a principal with Clarke
Consulting in Villanova and is on the faculty
of the American Bankers Association’s (ABA)
National School of Banking and the ABA’s
Stonier Graduate School of Banking.
1 9 6 9 William R. Sasso, Esq. (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., was elected to the Board of
Trustees for the National Constitution Center,
an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit
organization dedicated to increasing public
understanding of the U.S. Constitution and
the ideas and values it represents.
Mike Petty, ’08, and Stephanie Owen, ’08, were married on Aug. 13, 2011, in St. Louis, Mo., with fellow La Salle graduates
in attendance. (Back row, from left) Michelle Sullivan, ’08, bride Stephanie Owen, ’08, groom Mike Petty, ’08, and
Rachel Stemper, ’10. (Front row, from left) Andrew Neumann, ’08, and Kevin Hall, ’08.
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1 9 7 1 Joseph H. Dreisbach, Ph.D. (B.S.)
of Clarks Summit, Pa., was named Associate
Provost for Academic Affairs at the University

notes
of Scranton. He chairs the committees on
faculty development and faculty research
and serves as the university’s liaison with
the Commonwealth Medical College for the
biotech development programs in Lackawanna
and Luzerne counties.
Joseph M. Wilson (B.S.) of Long Beach,
N.Y., was presented with the Irish American
Business Champions Award at the Irish
Echo Index 30 luncheon. He is the Senior
Vice President and Account Executive Team

Leader for Chicago-based AON, a world
leader in risk management services.

1 9 7 2 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Richard
Colom (B.S.) of Columbia, Md., retired after
37 years as a school psychologist with the
District of Columbia public schools.
John F. Harris (B.A.) of East Norriton, Pa.,
was elevated to Sir Knight, fourth degree,
Patriotic Order, in the Knights of Columbus.

Charles P. Pizzi (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa., was
appointed to the Board of Directors of Allied
Security Holdings LLC, the parent company
for AlliedBarton Security Services LP.

1 9 7 3 Thomas F. Bullock, Esq. (B.A.)
of Wilmington, Del., practices law in
Flemington, N.J., and administers The Farm
at Stephens Creek in Atlantic County, N.J.
1 9 7 5 Ann Marie Donohue, Ph.D. (B.S.)
of Glenside, Pa., was awarded the Christian

One Step Ahead of the Rest
Every athlete is aware of the determination and endurance necessary to
succeed, and Solomiya Login, ’03, is
certainly no stranger to success. As a
young girl born and raised in Ukraine,
Login began her athletic journey as a
gymnast. She was quickly selected for
the National Elite Olympic Development
Program; however, before the selection
process was completed, she moved to the
United States to reside in Philadelphia.
In ninth grade, Login began her
track and field career at Northeast High
School in Philadelphia. By senior year,
she ranked in the top three as an AllConference high school runner and in
the top two as an All-Conference crosscountry runner, and she held school
records for various races. To boot, Login
also participated in the swimming and
diving championships as All-Conference.
Since the Philadelphia Public League
Track and Field Championships were held
at La Salle University each year, Login
visited campus numerous times and
discovered the opportunities La Salle
could offer her athletically and academically. “I was striving for an athletic
scholarship either for track and field
or diving,” Login said. “La Salle was
the perfect opportunity for me because
it had track and diving, as well as a
strong program in education.” While at
La Salle, Login became an Atlantic 10
All-Conference runner for cross-country
and indoor/outdoor track and field.

After graduating in 2003, Login
devoted herself to teaching high school
mathematics and put her athletic career
on the back burner. However, in 2005,
Login rekindled her athletic career and
began actively training for racewalking,
which is an Olympic track sport that burns
more calories per mile than running.
She decided to enter her first major
competition in 2006, where she finished
the 20k ranked in eighth place among
the USA Elite Racewalkers.
Login’s athletic journey continues
through intense training, in which she practices racewalking between 80 to 100 miles
per week to maintain endurance. With only
a few years of training under her belt,
Login became the women’s 40k national
champion in 2008. After a successful
indoor season in 2009, Login earned
a spot on her first International USA
Team and competed in the International
Association of Athletics Federations Pan
American Racewalk Cup Championship.
As she continued to improve her
technique, Login again entered the USA
40k National Championship in 2010
with intentions of not only finishing the
race, but also improving her time. She
accomplished both goals by becoming
the 40k national champion with the
fastest U.S. time for 40k distance since
2005 at 3:47:52. “For the past six years,
I managed to balance full-time teaching
and training on the elite level,” Login said.
“I am now consistently ranked in the top
five among the USA racewalkers.”
—Cara T. Schiavo, ’03, M.A. ’11
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R. and Mary F. Lindback Foundation Award
for Teaching Excellence at Montgomery
County Community College. She organized
a regional conference, Pathways Home, for
veterans and their supporters and co-facilitates
efforts to honor the military service of the
college’s students, faculty, and staff.
James J. Rodgers (B.S.) of Washington,
D.C., retired after 26 years with Prince
George’s County, Maryland, public schools,
completing 32 years as a special education
teacher and guidance counselor.

1 9 7 6 Mark J. Juliano (B.A.) of Ocean
City, N.J., resigned his position at Trump
Entertainment and accepted the Senior
Vice President of Marketing position for
the Marina Bay Sands in Singapore.

Michael J. Woodward (B.S.) of Newtown
Square, Pa., was named Treasurer for the
City Avenue Special Services District.

1977

H

REUNION YEAR

1 9 7 8 Donald L. Levick, M.D., MBA, CPHIMS
(B.A.) of Allentown, Pa., was promoted to
first Chief Medical Information Officer for
Lehigh Valley Health Network. He works
closely with information services to support
the efficient design, implementation, and
use of health technology.
John F. Millon, CPA (B.S.) of Havertown, Pa.,
was elected President
of the Saint Thomas
More Catholic Boys’
High School Alumni
Association.

Births and Adoptions
1 9 7 8 A son, Michael Benedict, to Emily
and Thomas G. Rice (B.S.).

A son, Timothy John, to Timothy and Mary
Beth (Davis) Walinskas (B.A.).

1 9 9 0 A daughter, Gemma Louise, to
Maria J. (Colsey) Heard, Esq. (B.A.) and
Brian L. Heard (B.A.).

2 0 0 4 A son, Joshua, to Mark C. Fagan (B.A.)
and Angela Balter (BSN ’11).

1 9 9 1 A daughter, Lucia Rose, to Jeff and
Catherine (Frisko) Holsing (BSW).

A daughter, Penelope Grace, to Joseph F.
Harrison IV (B.S.) and Susan (Corcoran)
Harrison (B.A. ’05).

1 9 9 2 A son, Aran James, to John and
Nora K. Arant-Brennan (B.A., M.A. ’95).

A son, Raymond Michael, to David and
Susan F. (Eskate) Inderbitzin (B.A.).

1 9 9 5 A daughter, Georgia Blue, to Jeffrey
M. Humin (B.A.) and Jennifer Hoover, Psy.D.
(B.A. ’96).

2 0 0 5 A daughter, Penelope Grace,
to Susan E. (Corcoran) Harrison (B.A.)
and Joseph F. Harrison IV (B.S. ’04).

1 9 9 6 A daughter, Georgia Blue, to
Jennifer Hoover, Psy.D. (B.A.) and Jeffrey M.
Humin (B.A. ’95).

A son, Derek Charles, to Aundrea and
Matthew J. Smith (B.S.).

A daughter, Emma, to Stephanie and Paul D.
Schmitt (B.A.).

1 9 9 8 A daughter, Keira Grace, to Jason
and Kerri A. (Crowne) Brannen, Ph.D. (B.S.,
MBA ’02).
2 0 0 0 A daughter, Genevieve Helen,
to James S. Butcher (B.S.) and Marian G.
(Morton) Butcher (M.A. ’08).

2 0 0 6 A son, Declan Philip, to Suzanne
(Curran) Fitzpatrick (B.A.) and Edward
Fitzpatrick Jr. (B.A. ’07).
A daughter, Liliana Joy, to Tony and Meri E.
(Cockrell) Myers (B.A.).

2 0 0 7 A son, Declan Philip, to Edward J.
Fizpatrick Jr. (B.A.) and Suzanne (Curran)
Fitzpatrick (B.A. ’06).

A son, Peter Joseph, to Heather and
Matthew P. Conville (B.A.).

2 0 0 8 A daughter, Genevieve Helen,
to Marian G. (Morton) Butcher (M.A.) and
James S. Butcher (B.S. ’00).

A son, Charles Mast, to Matthew and Marie
K. (Reen) Germano (B.A.).

2 0 0 9 A daughter, Amelia Janet, to Brian
and Amy Gardner Cranston (M.A.).

A daughter, Emma Rose, to Christopher
and Janet A. (Whyte) Linaweaver (B.A.).

2 0 1 1 A son, Joshua, to Angela Balter
(BSN) and Mark C. Fagan (B.A. ’04).
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1 9 7 9 Rev. Mr. Joseph T. Owen (B.S., M.A. ’11)
of Jamison, Pa., earned a Master of Arts
in theology and ministry from La Salle
and was inducted into the Golden Key
International Honour Society. He founded
Warwick-Rhodes Partners Inc., a human
resources coaching and consulting firm.
1 9 8 0 Paul J. Cannon (B.A.) of West
Chester, Pa., was named Vice President
of Marketing and Sales for Ecospan LLC,
a materials science research, development,
and manufacturing company focused on
bio-based plastics.
Roger Marchetti (B.S.) of Solana Beach,
Calif., was named Executive Vice President
for Human Resources for CareFusion Corp.,
a global medical technology company united
to improve the safety and cost of health care.
Frank P. Osusky (MBA) of Somerdale, N.J.,
was named Executive Vice President of
BDP International Board of Directors and
continues to serve as the company’s global
Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer.
Steven M. Schiff (B.A.) of McKinney, Texas,
was appointed Vice President of Sales for
Paper House Productions.

1 9 8 2 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Daniel J.
Tann, Esq. (B.S.) of Thorofare, N.J., was
inducted into the Distinguished Service
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.
He is the 163rd member to earn the
highest honor of the fraternity.
1 9 8 3 Diego F. Calderin (B.A.) of West
Chester, Pa., was appointed to the Board of
Directors for Haverford Trust Company. He is
co-Founder and President of Anexinet Corp.,
an award-winning systems integrator and
technology management company.
Stephen T. Zarrilli (B.S.) of Malvern, Pa.,
was named a Turnaround Finalist for the
Philadelphia Business Journal’s CFO Award.
He is the Senior Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer of Safeguard Scientifics.

1 9 8 6 Robert M. Larney (MBA) of Villanova,
Pa., was named Executive Vice President
and Chief Financial Officer for CDI Corp.,
a provider of engineering and information
technology outsourcing solutions and
professional staffing.
Gregg R. Melinson, Esq. (B.A.) of Blue Bell,
Pa., relocated to serve as Hewlett Packard’s
Deputy General Counsel and Vice President
of Global Government Affairs.

notes
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce
to promote economic development throughout the city.
Donald J. McAvoy (B.A.) of Collegeville, Pa.,
was elevated to Sir Knight, fourth degree,
Patriotic Order, in the Knights of Columbus.
Thomas M. McGuire, Ph.D. (B.A.) of Roslyn,
Pa., received the 2011 Outstanding Mentor/
Adviser award from Penn State University
(Abington). He is a senior lecturer of biology
whose current research involves the effects
of the hormone human chorionic gonadotropin
on breast cancer cells.

Rev. Francis B. Danielski, O.Praem., ’71, was ordained a
priest on Sept. 3, 2011, at Daylesford Abbey in Paoli, Pa.
Most Rev. Timothy Senior, Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia, was the ordaining prelate. Fr. Danielski will
remain at the Abbey as the Director of Formation.
Prior to entering the Norbertine Order, Fr. Danielski
was a De La Salle Christian Brother for 41 years. He
served as an administrator at West Philadelphia Catholic
High School for Boys, La Salle College High School in
Wyndmoor, Pa., and St. Gabriel’s Hall in Audubon, Pa.
He was also La Salle University’s Director of the Annual
Fund from 1989 to 1993.

1 9 8 7 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Scott G.
Orzehoski (B.A., MBA ’94) of Quakertown,
Pa., was promoted to Executive Vice
President/Chief Lending Officer at QNB
Bank. He serves as Treasurer of the
Board and Golf Committee for the Upper
Perkiomen Valley Chamber of Commerce,
is a member of the Perkasie Rotary Club,
and serves on the Board for the Risk
Management Association.

1 9 9 0 Elmer F. Hansen III (B.S., MBA ’96)
of Blue Bell, Pa., was named Vice Chair
of the Montgomery County Community
College (MCCC) Foundation, which supports
the excellence of MCCC by serving as its
charitable agent and securing private funds.
Kevin J. Williams (B.S.) of Trenton, N.J.,
attended the premiere of his film, Fear of a
Black Republican, at the Kansas City Urban
Film Festival in September 2011. The film
also premiered locally at the New Jersey State
Museum, in Trenton, N.J., in November 2011.

1 9 9 1 Denise E. Keil Martin (B.S.) of
Doylestown, Pa., was recognized for her
20-year anniversary with Merrill Lynch and
continues to work with clients to help them
reach their financial goals.
1 9 9 2 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Robert P.
Danna (B.S.) of Urbandale, Iowa, was named
Vice President of Performance and Recognition
Solutions for Tharpe-Robbins Company Inc.,
a global leader in the managed recognition
and rewards industry.

1 9 9 3 Paul M. Dick Jr. (MBA) of New Hope,
Pa., was elected to the Board of Directors for
the Epilepsy Foundation Eastern Pennsylvania.
He is the Senior Director at USA Sales Global
Market Measurement at IMS Health Inc.
Anthony R. LaRatta, Esq. (B.A.) of Sewell,
N.J., was appointed President of the Estate
and Financial Planning Council of southern
New Jersey and co-Chair of the Chancery
and Probate Committee of the Cape May
County Bar Association.
Richard J. Nocella, Esq. (B.S.) of Marlton,
N.J., was elected President of the Burlington
County Bar Foundation, a charitable arm of
the Burlington County Bar Association.

1 9 9 4 Tonya S. Ellis (B.A., M.A. ’02) of
Jamison, Pa., was honored by the Philadelphia Fire Department (PFD) with the Fire
Prevention Partnership Award. She regularly
works with the PFD to promote fire safety
through programming on La Salle TV. She
was previously honored with a PFD badge
for her work and is a member of the Citizens
Fire Prevention Committee.
Elizabeth A. Kane, CPA (B.S.) of New York,
N.Y., was made Audit Partner at KPMG. She
works out of the Philadelphia office but she
is currently doing a rotation in the national
office in New York.
Constance H. Sumner, R.N., MSN (BSN,
MSN ’99) of Philadelphia, Pa., was elected
National Dean of Chi Eta Phi Sorority Inc., at
the sorority’s national convention in July. Her
presentation, “Earth, Wind and Fire: A Call
to Action,” addressed the historic position
of nurses in the era of health-care reform.

1 9 8 8 Michael B. Farley (B.A.) of Cherry Hill,
N.J., is the Vice President-Quantitative Analysis
for Lockton Insurance Risk Management and
Employee Benefits Specialists.
William F. Zarrilli (B.S.) of Cinnaminson, N.J.,
was named a finalist in the Medium Company
category for the Philadelphia Business Journal’s
CFO Award. He is Senior Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer of the Richardson Co.,
a global sales training and performance
improvement company that helps leading
organizations improve sales results.

1 9 8 9 John S. Grady Jr. (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was named President of the Philadelphia
Industrial Development Corporation, a private,
not-for-profit Pennsylvania corporation
founded by the City of Philadelphia and the

(From left) Tom, ’59, and Kathleen Manning and Imelda and Joe Malone, ’59, enjoyed a recent visit of the Malones
to the Mannings’ home in Hilton Head, S.C.
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1 9 9 6 Paul D. Schmitt, J.D. (B.A.) of
Monroeville, Pa., earned a Ph.D. in history
from the University of Maryland College
Park in May 2011 and a J.D. from Georgetown
University Law Center in May 2010.
Kirstin B. Shrom-Rhoads (B.A.) of Millersville,
Pa., is the Campus and Young Adult Pastor
for United Campus Ministry at Millersville
University.

1 9 9 7 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Kori A.
Connelly, Esq. (B.A.) of Bala Cynwyd, Pa.,
was appointed Assistant Vice President and
Counsel for the Federal Reserve Bank of
Philadelphia. She provides legal support to
the human resources, financial management
services, and law enforcement departments.
Leslie J. Davila (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
brings 15 years of experience in the field

of victim services to the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia as the new Director for the
Office of Child and Youth Protection.

1 9 9 8 Renee A. Cooper, CPA (B.S.) of West
Chester, Pa., was recognized as a member
of the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified
Accountants 40 under 40 Class of 2011.
She is a senior tax analyst for QVC Inc.

Sharing Their Stories Through Project H.O.M.E
Lawrence McCarty, Ph.D., who earned
his B.A. in Spanish language and
literature from La Salle in 1953, is
professor emeritus of foreign languages
at Community College of Philadelphia
(CCP). For 30 years, he was an associate
professor in the Department of Foreign
Language at CCP, and he served as Chair
of the Department for 13 years.
McCarty’s teaching goes well beyond
the classroom. He has been a facilitator
and coordinator of Project H.O.M.E.’s
People and Stories/Gente y Cuentos
reading groups at community centers
in Philadelphia for 12 years. Project
H.O.M.E.’s mission is to end homelessness and poverty in Philadelphia.
Having an interactive classroom is a
key part of McCarty’s teaching philosophy.
“There’s a social aspect of teaching
literature. The students need to communicate and actively participate. A classroom
should be a place where students feel
comfortable to express themselves freely.”
In the People and Stories Program,
stories by authors such as James Joyce,
Eudora Welty, Langston Hughes, and
Nadine Gordimer are read aloud and
discussed. The program has connected
basic readers, nonreaders, and at-risk
audiences with works of fiction.
For McCarty, the program was a natural
fit. “I taught ESL on a volunteer basis
and had been involved in youth programs
at inner-city schools for years,” he said.
“I read an article about People and
Stories, a program devoted to reading
great literature at community centers,
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prisons, and public libraries. It was
inspiring to see their belief in liberation
through education. It was great that they
were making literature available and
accessible to all people and to reach
into the inner city. Behind each story is
another story. We give out stories to read,
which inspires the readers to share their
own life experiences as it relates to the
themes in the stories.”
“It’s a marvelous experience,” McCarty
said. “It combines my interest in literature with my work in the city. It was
a natural place for me to be. I’m not
a teacher or a lecturer. We share. It is a
circle or a round table, not a classroom.
The stories have credible characters and
the readers relate to them. Everyone
brings their own point of view. We participate in sharing great personal stories and
form a community.”

McCarty also has a passion for Latin
American service. In addition to participating in Habitat for Humanity International in Nicaragua, he has been a
part of Witness for Peace delegations
in Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, and Venezuela, which meet with U.S. Embassy
officials as well as foreign government
officials. “As part of our goal for peace
and justice, we visit these countries,
witness what’s going on, and give our
reports in order to give a balanced
point of view.”
McCarty credits his La Salle education
and experience for developing his passion
for teaching and global perspective.
“At La Salle, I discovered that professors
and teachers could inspire students and
relate to them on a human level.”
—Larry Atkins, ’83

notes
Kathleen S. Reynolds (B.A., M.A. ’02) of
Richmond, Vt., was named News Director for
television stations, NBC25 WEYI-TV and CW46
WBSF-TV as well as ConnectMidMichigan.com.

1 9 9 9 Kathleen (Higginson) Freeman (BSN)
of Yardley, Pa., is the Business Development
Manager for ACR Image Metrix, a global
imaging contract research organization with
expertise in imaging trial design, techniques,
and data extraction.
Susan (Chernesky) Koger (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., was re-elected Chair of the Board
of Directors for Flashpoint Theatre Company
in Philadelphia.
Brian K. McClintock (MBA) of Fort Washington,
Pa., was named Chief Financial Officer of
the Year, Small Business, by the Philadelphia
Business Journal. He is the Chief Financial
Officer and Chief Operating Officer for
McGrath Systems, a recruiting and staffing
firm in Blue Bell, Pa.
Fay K. (Le) Steiger (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., was promoted to Advertising Director
of Philadelphia SmartCEO Magazine.

2 0 0 0 Kevin R. Wildes (B.A.) of Fairfield,
Conn., is a coordinating producer of SportsNation and Numbers Never Lie, two daily
shows on ESPN2. He is also a coordinating
producer of Winners Bracket, part of ESPN
Sports Saturday.
2 0 0 1 Megan (Barnett) Bloomgren (B.A.)
of Alexandria, Va., resigned from the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for
21st Century Energy and is the new Vice
President in energy practice for DCI Group,
communication counselors who provide
expertise and judgment to help clients
articulate their messages to key audiences
on global, national, and local levels.
Christopher J. Santucci, CPA (B.S.) of Conshohocken, Pa., was promoted to Director in
the Risk Assurance Practice at PwC.
Justin D. Cupples (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
graduated from the Temple University Beasley
School of Law and passed the Pennsylvania
bar examination. He works as a corporate tax
counsel for Comcast.

In Memoriam: Peter J. Sweeney, ’47
Peter J. Sweeney, ’47, who taught accounting at La Salle for
44 years, died from heart complications at Holy Redeemer
Hospital in Meadowbrook, Pa. on Oct. 30—one day shy of
his 88th birthday.
Sweeney grew up in South Philadelphia and was a lifelong
Explorer, having graduated from La Salle College High School
in 1941 and La Salle College in 1947. He also earned a master’s
degree from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School
of Business. In 1949, he joined the faculty of the La Salle
College School of Business. From 1949 into the 1980s, no
accounting major graduated without experiencing Sweeney’s
“make or break” Intermediate Accounting class. He retired from La Salle in 1993.
“Peter Sweeney was an effective teacher in his discipline because he was
equivalent to a double-edged sword: armed with an MBA from the Wharton School and
proactive in the real estate investment world, Pete brought both experiences into the
classroom,” said John Reardon, ’59, first a student of Sweeney’s and then a colleague
on the La Salle faculty. “He taught generations of students with passion, commitment,
and a pragmatic focus. Indeed, he was a man from ‘the greatest generation.’”
In addition to his teaching career, Sweeney was employed from the 1950s to the
1980s by the City of Philadelphia Department of Recreation.
Sweeney was a staff sergeant in the Army Air Corps in World War II. After the war, he
resumed his education. In the summer of 1948, he served as captain of the North Wildwood Beach Patrol, where he met his future wife of 61 years, Madeline Brasky Sweeney.
Sweeney was a passionate fan of the La Salle men’s basketball team, seeing many
games at The Palestra, and he was present in 1952 when La Salle won the National
Invitational Tournament as well as in 1954 when they won the NCAA Championship.
He was an avid bicyclist and took pride in biking from Ocean City, N.J., to Sea Isle
City, N.J., at the age of 82. He will be remembered by his family and students as
the ultimate jokester and, by his own description, “a raconteur of note.”
In addition to his wife, Sweeney is survived by a daughter and two granddaughters.

the Metropolitan Erie Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. While playing
with the Vitoria SC/Guimaraes Portuguese
basketball team, he was diagnosed with nonHodgkins’s lymphoma. He has since beaten
cancer and was offered a contract with his
previous basketball team.
Allie F. Miller (MCC) of Milwaukee, Wis.,
joined the practice of Life Span Psychological Services in Brookfield, Wis.

Tamara E. Stavenski-Bennick (B.A.) of
Bethlehem, Pa., was named Assistant
Principal at Hatboro-Horsham High School
in the Hatboro-Horsham School District.

Adam D. Petty (B.S.) of Dayton, Ohio,
graduated from the University of Dayton
School of Law in May 2011. He is engaged
to marry Tanesha Matthews.

2 0 0 2 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Julian M.
Blanks (B.A.) of Erie, Pa., was inducted into

2 0 0 4 Darren M. Behuniak (B.A.) of
Phoenixville, Pa., received the Fast Track

Award from the Philadelphia Public Relations
Association for his contributions to the organization, the profession, and the community.
Monica L. Dickerson-Floyd, Ed.D. (M.A.)
of Lansdowne, Pa., earned an Ed.D. in
education leadership from St. Joseph’s
University, in Philadelphia.
Mark D. Maccarone (B.A.) of Blackwood, N.J.,
was approved by the Glassboro Board of
Education to coach the Glassboro High School
football team. He was the offensive and
defensive line coach for La Salle University’s
football team during the 2008 season.

2 0 0 5 Derrick D. Dash (BSN) of Philadelphia, Pa., earned a master’s degree in health
service administration from Eastern University.
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In Memoriam
1 9 4 6 Edward J. Cannon, M.D. (B.S.) of
Bryn Mawr, Pa., on Sept. 21, 2011.

1 9 5 5 George A. Cozza (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Feb. 25, 2011.

1 9 6 7 James J. Conley (B.S.) of Pebble
Beach, Calif., on July 11, 2011.

1 9 4 8 James T. Leary (B.S.) of Haddonfield,
N.J., on July 14, 2011.

1 9 5 6 Leonard W. Gardo (B.S.) of
Dunwoody, Ga., on May 25, 2011.

Joseph C. Sink (B.S.) of Doylestown, Pa.,
on March 19, 2011.

Kenneth R. Pfister (B.S.) of Fort Myers, Fla.,
on Aug. 31, 2011.

1 9 5 7 Richard C. Adair (B.S.) of
Cinnaminson, N.J., on July 10, 2011.

1 9 7 0 Peter Terpeluk Jr. (B.A.) of Chevy
Chase, Md., on Aug. 23, 2011.

1 9 4 9 Francis W. Schluckebier Sr. (B.S.) of
Southampton, Pa., on Sept. 1, 2011.

William E. LaPorte (B.S.) of Bartlett, Tenn.,
on April 1, 2011.

1 9 7 1 Edward A. Dallas Sr. (B.S.) of Lehigh
Acres, Fla., on June 17, 2011.

1 9 5 0 John J. Gaffney (B.A.) of Jackson
Heights, N.Y., on April 15, 2011.

Joseph T. Maher (B.A.) of Norristown, Pa.,
on July 8, 2011.

John A. Rupp (B.S.) of Kutztown, Pa.,
on July 28, 2011.

Robert X. McCann (B.A.) of Sarasota, Fla., on
Aug. 23, 2011.

1 9 5 8 Frederick L. Janiszewski (B.S.)
of Sicklerville, Pa., on March 21, 2011.

1 9 7 2 Thomas M. Smith (B.A.) of
Langhorne, Pa., on May 28, 2011.

Henry J. McDermott (B.S.) of Royersford, Pa.,
on July 22, 2011.

1 9 5 9 Francis T. Coyle (B.S.) of Lansdale,
Pa., on April 1, 2010.

1 9 7 3 Paul E. Smith (B.A.) of Holland, Pa.,
on Sept. 3, 2011.

Hilary McGovern, F.S.C. (B.A.) of Wyndmoor,
Pa., on Aug. 12, 2011.

1 9 6 0 Alfred J. Falciani (B.S.) of Broomall,
Pa., on Jan. 15, 2011.

1 9 7 4 Robert B. Goodyear, Esq. (B.S.)
of Toms River, N.J., on Aug. 4, 2011.

1 9 6 1 Thomas C. Melley Sr. (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Aug. 30, 2011.

1 9 7 7 Stephen M. Naughton (B.A.)
of Philadelphia, Pa., on May 31, 2011.

1 9 6 3 William C. Carter (B.S.) of
Harleysville, Pa., on May 8, 2011.

1 9 7 8 Leon J. Reznik, DPM (B.A.)
of Feasterville, Pa., on Jan. 7, 2011.

Robert S. Dunn (B.S.) of Surf City, N.J.,
on July 30, 2011.

1 9 7 9 Carol A. Humenick (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Aug. 27, 2011.

1 9 6 4 John F. McKeogh (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Aug. 4, 2011.

1 9 8 4 Thomas F. Forsythe (B.S.) of Ivyland,
Pa., on Aug. 30, 2011.

Robert F. McLaughlin (B.S.) of Yardley, Pa.,
on June 26, 2011.

1 9 8 7 Charles E. Nelson (B.S.) of
Edgewater Park, N.J., on March 2, 2011.

Thomas M. Walker (B.S.) of Pittsburgh, Pa.,
on June 28, 2011.

1 9 5 1 William Belger (B.A.) of Oceanside,
Calif., on July 25, 2011.
John H. Kennedy, CPA (B.A.) of Newtown
Square, Pa., on Sept. 1, 2011.
Gregory R. O’Brien (B.S.) of Ridley Park, Pa.,
on Aug. 11, 2011.

1 9 5 2 Thomas J. McAneney Sr. (B.S.) of
Cherry Hill, N.J., on Sept. 20, 2011.
1 9 5 3 Eugene J. Brett Sr. (B.S.) of Roslyn,
Pa., on July 26, 2011.
James F. Forrest Sr. (B.A.) of Lewes, Del.,
on Sept. 12, 2011.

Charles M. Neal (B.S.) of Minnetonka, Minn.,
on June 24, 2011.

1 9 6 5 Robert J. Becher Sr. (B.A.) of Egg
Harbor Township, N.J., on May 17, 2011.

1 9 5 4 John F. Brickley (B.S.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., on Feb. 7, 2011.

Richard C. Siravo (B.A.) of Vero Beach, Fla.,
on June 11, 2011.

Thomas J. Padden (B.S.) of Levittown, Pa.,
on July 5, 2011.

George Sutor (B.A.) of Holcombe, Wis.,
on Aug. 30, 2011.

Peter F. Shields (B.S.) of Lafayette Hill, Pa.,
on July 20, 2011.
Dash was promoted to non-commissioned
officer in charge of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, 11th Fighter Wing Public
Health Department.
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1 9 9 2 Gary E. Bilski (MBA) of Norristown,
Pa., on Sept. 16, 2011.
1 9 9 5 Jennifer (Culp) Roman (B.A.) of
Bensalem, Pa., on July 11, 2011.
2 0 0 5 Shawn A. (Bieber) Weaver (M.S.)
of Fleetwood, Pa., on July 2, 2011.
2 0 0 9 James R. Fagan (M.A.) of Laughlin,
Nev., on Sept. 13, 2010.

1 9 6 6 John E. Mack (B.S.) of Melbourne,
Fla., on July 6, 2011.
Michael C. Echan (B.A.) of Conway, S.C., is
deployed to Mosul, Iraq, as part of Operation
New Dawn. His unit, the 2nd Squadron,
13th Cavalry Regiment, part of the 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division, is
stationed out of Fort Bliss, Texas.

2 0 0 6 Erin J. Geiger (B.A.) of Long Branch,
N.J., is a manager of special events and
fundraising with the American Diabetes
Association in Somerville, N.J.

notes
2 0 0 7 H R E U N I O N Y E A R Jaclyn
E. Allen (B.A.) of Springfield, Pa., is a
project manager at ePharmaSolutions
in Conshohocken, Pa.

Kimberly Cecchi (B.A.) of Coatesville, Pa.,
is engaged to Theodore Schuck (B.S. ’08).
They are planning a December 2012 wedding.
Desiray (Keegan) Co (B.A.) of Titusville, Fla.,
was named Chief Compliance Officer at
Hospice of St. Francis in Titusville, Fla.

Ashley L. Cassel, Esq. (B.A.) of Syracuse,
N.Y., joined the law office of Welch & Zink
in Corning, N.Y.

2 0 0 8 Amy M. Berger, J.D. (B.A.) of
Philadelphia, Pa., earned a juris doctorate
degree from the Earle Mack School of Law
at Drexel University. She is engaged to
Richard J. Barca (B.A.), and they are planning
a 2013 wedding.
Theodore Schuck (B.S.) of Philadelphia, Pa.,
is engaged to Kimberly Cecchi (B.A. ’07).
They are planning a December 2012 wedding.

2 0 1 0 Colleen R. Friel (B.A.) of Manitowoc,
Wis., is engaged to Joel Stepanek. A September 2012 wedding is being planned.
Taylor E. Reber (B.A.) of Philadelphia, Pa., is
a marketplace representative for Philadelphia
Magazine. He attributes being offered this
position to his internship opportunity with
Philadelphia Magazine during his senior year
at La Salle.

Patrick Hannigan, M.A. ’08, shows his La Salle pride
during a recent visit to 12 Apostles National Park
on the southern coast of Australia. Hannigan toured
a number of sites while visiting his daughter, who
was working in Australia.

Michelle A. Szmyt (B.S.) of Manchester, N.H.,
graduated from Michael’s School of Hair
Design and Esthetics, a Paul Mitchell partner
school. She is a hairstylist in Nashua, N.H.,
and is looking forward to owning her own salon.

Carolyn Hall, ’11, stands on the roof of United Nations
Headquarters in New York, N.Y., during the building’s
renovation. Hall works in corporate communication
at Skanska USA Building Inc. in Blue Bell, Pa., which
is managing the U.N. renovation project.

2 0 1 1 Gina E. Gulli (B.A.) of Philadelphia,
Pa., is teaching English in Madrid, Spain, as
part of a grant from the Spanish government
through the North American Cultural
Assistance Program.
Todd M. Kemper (B.A.) of Burlington, Wis.,
is pursuing a M.A. in sociology and social
anthropology at Central European University
in Budapest, Hungary.

WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT YOU!
If you have news, we want to know! Complete this form and send to: Office of Alumni Relations,
La Salle University, Box 830, 1900 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19141. Or update your
information at www.lasalle.edu/updateyourinfo.
Name:
Degree:

			

Class:

Address:
This is a new address:
City:

State:

ZIP Code:

Phone:

		

E-mail:

		
Job Title: 		

Name of Employer:
Work Address:
News:

Work Phone:

		

Privacy statement:
We use several sources to gather
information for Alumni Notes. If you
prefer not to have information about
you appear in La Salle Magazine
or the newsletter, please let us know
by checking this box:
Please send the following information on:
admission
planned giving
chapter activities
alumni-admission recruiting
volunteer activities
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CELEBRATING FAMILY WEEKEND,
HOMECOMING, AND REUNION
Family Weekend 2011 included fun-filled events
both on campus and throughout the Philadelphia
area for students and their families.
La Salle welcomed parents to campus with a reception
at the University Art Museum followed by a Family
Feast at Treetops. Weekend activities included a bus
trip to the haunted Bates Motel, tours of Philadelphia,
Mummies of the World: The Exhibition at the Franklin
Institute, and a riding history tour of Valley Forge
National Historical Park. At La Salle, the Resident
Student Association entertained families with
amusements and games at Carnifall. The weekend
ended with a morning liturgy, brunch with President
Brother Michael J. McGinniss, F.S.C., Ph.D., ’70, and
the Honors Convocation.
Alumni, family, and friends returned to La Salle
this November for Homecoming and Reunion events
on campus.
Homecoming kicked off with a welcome from Alumni
Association President Paul Burgoyne, ’70, and entertainment by the Matt Gauss, ’04, Band. Visitors cheered
the men’s basketball team on to a 92-83 win against
James Madison University. Other campus events
included Kidsfest for families with the ever-popular
Build-an-Explorer Bear, the Philadelphia Zoo on
Wheels, a service opportunity to replant trees in
Kimble Park, and tours of campus and the University
Art Museum.
This year, reunions were celebrated for the classes
of ’76, ’86, ’91, and ’96, during a casual dinner with
entertainment on Main Campus and the classes of
’01 and ’06 celebrated off campus.

